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Lesson for mber 23 in this issue 


Lesson 13.—The ‘Basis of Total Abstinence. 





a man willing to give his life in.the stead of another 
man could have his life restored to him after his vi- 
carious death, would it be fair for him to die in the 


y 
~ he 


-Symptoms 


Before a physician will make a diagnosis he first 
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EADERS of The Sunday School Times who regu- 

larly read its advertising columns are thus find- 

ing a reliable source of. information on many new 

and worth-while things. It will amply repay you to 
€ read these columns every week. 

















Threescore and Ten 


By Mrs. W. F. Yarborough 
. . light.—Zechariah 14: 7. 
OD’S Word unto your feet hath been 
A lamp to light your way 
To warn you of the paths of sin 
Lest you should go astray. 


At eveningtime . 


(Psa. 119 : 105) 


And God hath said, ‘‘It shall be light 
For you at eventide’”— 
And so we come to you tonight 
While still you with us bide (Zech. 14:7) 
With tokens of our love, dear friend, 
To brighten all your way, 
And may the “threescose years and ten” 
Grow on to perfect day (Psa. 90 : 10) 


When you shall see His blessed face, 
And on your forehead white 
The finger of the Lord shall trace 


His name in living light. (Rev. 22: 4) 


God’s Flawless Justice 


God’s justice is unassailably perfect. It had to 
be satisfied ‘in the redeeming of mankind by ‘blood, 
because He could not look upon sin. Missionaries in 
Mohammedan lands are sometimes almost baffled by 
the subtle arguments of the followers of Islam. The 
Rev. William Thompson Anderson, of the United 
Presbyterian Missions, at home on furlough from 
India, told ‘at the New Wilmington Conference this 
year, of Having to answer this question from some 
of the Mohammedans to whom he used to testify: 
“How could God, in whom I believe and in whose 
justice I believe, maintain this justice flawless, and 
still allow his Son to die for all-mankind; it would 
be magnificent self-sacrifice for men, but ‘would the 
Father’s permission for his Son thus voluntarily to 
lay down his life, be absolutely fair to the Son? 
Would any human judge, seeking te maintain equi- 
table justice all around, ever allow one man to die 
for another man? Was not the robbing of Jesus 
Christ of his life an irreparable loss to him?” ‘How 
would you answer such a query? Mr. Anderson used 
to Say to such inquirers, “If I can prove to you that 


en” 
The Living Word of God 


“A living thing active and more cutting than any 
sword with double edge” is one translation of the 
description of the Word of God in Hebrews 4: 12. 
In these days when storms of criticism are beating 
on the Word it is blessed to realize that itis still 
going on in its ministry to human hearts. It is still 
the comfort for the sorrowing. Its promises still 
bring deliverance to the captive. It i- still the in- 
corruptible seed by which souls are brought to birth. 
A young woman who had scorned every advance from 
those 'who were interested in her soul’s welfare, and 
whose feet were treading the pathway of worldly pleas- 
ure and of sin, was attending the funeral of a near 
relative. The minister took as his text Hebrews 9: 27, 
“And it is appointed unto men once to die, but after 
this the judgment.” These words sunk deep into her 
heart. She tried by every means to forget them, to 
shake off the conviction that they’ brought. For over 
a year she strove against the -Spirit of God, but 
finally yielded and was blessedly saved. She be- 
came an earnest worker in the Lord’s vineyard, with 


a definite testimony that God’s Word is indeed a liv-e 


ing thing. The minister who gave the message never 
knew of the results accomplished. Many times must 
the servant of God rest in naked faith on his promise 
that his Word will not return unto him void, but will 
accomplish the thing whereto he sent it. 


in Christians today is prayerlessness. We make firm 
resolutions to conquer our reluctance to pray. We 
make excuses for our prayerlessness, not realizing 
that before we can be rid of the symptom, we must 
diagnose and treat the disease that causes it. Prayer 
is the pulse of the spiritual life. The life that is 
vigorous spiritually can no more restrain prayer than 
the healthy body can refrain from breathing. As an 
old hymn says, “Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath 


_ uttered, or unexpressed.” _What then causes prayerless- 


ness in the majority of Christian lives? The fact that 
the life is lived according to the flesh and not accord- 
ing to the Spirit. If we sow to the flesh we reap 
corruption. Corruption is disease. The Spirit is the 
author of a new life, the director of a new walk, the 
revealer of a new Person. Few Christians understand 
the sinfulness and the danger of a walk in the flesh, 
the corruption of the carnal nature. There are two 
laws in the natural realm, the law of health, and the 
law of disease. There are two laws in the spiritual 
realm, the law of the Spirit which is the law of life, 
and the law. of the flesh, which is the law of sin and 
death. . “The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
hath made me free from the law-of sin and death.” 
The cure for prayerlessness is to be ‘filled with the 
Holy Spirit, and to walk daily in the Spirit. Then 
prayer will flow spontaneously from a sanctified heart 
to a holy God. We must definitely appropriate our 
emancipation wrought out on Calvary from all bond- 
age and sin. Then prayer, instead of being a failure 
and a drudgery, will become a triumph and a delight. 


God’s Triumphant Love 


ables,” commonly called “The Prodigal Son,” the 

father rather than either of the sons? There have 
been many and wonderful expositions of the prodigal 
son, and not a few about the “elder brother,” but the 
father aspect of the story is seldom if ever seen or 
depicted. 

Modern “social service” has its eye almost exclu- 
sively upon the prodigal, his need of food and cloth- 
ing and restoration to the Father’s house. It was in 
connection with that charge against Jesus, “This man 
receiveth sinners, and eateth with them,” that our 
Lord told these three parables of restoration. In each 
He stresses the joy of the one-who sought success- 
fully. That was the thought in the heart of the 
Father’s only begotten Son—to reveal the Father 
to the world, to the children, who did not know Him. 
Let us not miss this central truth, 

Of course it takes more than one story to depict the 
love of God. The other two of the trinity of parables 
in Luke 15 have to do with the redemptive activities 
of the three-in-one God. The last one pictures, not 
chiefly the activity, but the suffering and waiting that 
are also the divine response to man’s sin, wandering, 
and separation from God. 

A picture portrait of the Father by the one Being 
who knew him and who came to earth that he might 
make others to know him also! Ought it not ‘to be 
studied moré than it has been? 

Look first, with the divine Artist, at the generous 
abandon of.that father’s love. “He divided unto them 
his living.” 

For the spiritual we may turn to.1 Corinthians 2: 12, 
“The things that are fréely given to us of God,” and 
Romans 8: 32~—-“He that spared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not 
with him also freely give us all things?” “Heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Christ.” 

Do we not sometimes marvel at the prodigality of 


I: NOT the central figure in the “Pearl of Par- 


bounty that Nature reveals? And Christ’s revelation 
of the Father agrees with that we have in Nature. 
Children of the heavenly King, “All things are yours; 
Whether . . . the world, or life, or death, or things 
present, or things to come; all are yours.” “He di- 
vided unto them his living.” : 

Is it strange that this prompt, generous giving 
shows us also the wise restraint of the Father's love? 

“Don’t let the boy have money to spend unwisely 
and to get into trouble.” “If you don’t give him the 
means to do so, he can’t get away.” Such things 
loving mothers, have said to fathers who have held 
the purse-strings. The love often quoted as supreme 
example of human affection would mostly hedge the 
loved one in from evil. Not so this father who is 
Christ’s picture of the heavenly Father whom he 
knows. 

He let the son have his portion though he probably 
knew he would misuse it. Certainly God does not 
withhold or withdraw that awe—some gift of free 
will because we impiously, ignorantly, tragically mis- 
use it. We have no record of protest or beseeching 
when the younger son “gathered all together” and de- 
parted from the father’s home. — 

A weaker love would have held him back, implored 
him not ‘to go. In our Lord’s word-picture the father 
is silent at that stage. Oh, the eloquence of God's 
silence! 4 

The prodigal’s father let his son go into the far 
country because only there could he learn to appre- 
ciate the father’s house, to seek the father’s forgive- 
ness, and to come at last to know his father’s won- 
derful love. Wise love! Strong love! Love all 
restrained for the sake of the loved one. Restrained 
all the time he waited! ' 

But the human type falls short, as every human 
type must do, even though used by the divine Teacher. 
That prodigal’s father let him go ulone. He could 
not both watch for his son’s return in the home and 


al 
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watch over him personally in the “far country.” Our 
most wonderful Father’s care is over the ‘ prodigal 
even there. “He is kind unto ‘the unthankful and to 
the evil.” He “walked” with the children of Israel 
even while they wandered from and rebelled against 
him. : 

Now let us meditate a little upon the longsuffering 
of the Father’s love. , ; 

Of course he would hear of the famine. Certainly 
he would know that companions in riotous living are 
not the sort to give to those in want. But while the 
son’s destitute condition is told in vivid words, Jesus 
has nothing but silence concerning the same petiod 
in the home and heart of the father. Significant com- 
ment upon our human frailty, that while we wax 
eloquent upon. the misery. of the prodigal in sermon 
and sonnet, sermons are lacking upon the suffering 
meanwhile of that father. 

“The longsuffering of God.” Just that! The long 
suffering of God waited (1 Pet. 3:20). Oh, for a 
voice to reach into every part of that “far country” 
— certainly where the prodigal lacks even “husks” — to 
remind His children that while God waits, He suffers. 
Do you not care? 

We have all read and heard beautiful, touching 
stories of parents following prodigal sons, or daugh- 
ters, to the city where such were. sinning, too hardened 
or too ashamed to try to return. Loving search, success- 
ful appeal, brought some back at last. That “Gospel 
of Until” is illustrated in the two earlier parables of 
Luke 15. In this third one we see-love not doing 
buc-suffering. 

Misunderstood because He is silent, while He is 
silent our God a ike Every prodigal we win from 
the “far country” lessens the pain in the great Father’s 
heart. Ought that not to be an even more urgent in- 
centive to evangelism than the restoration of the prodi- 
gal to comfort and a place in decent society? 

Why may not one call this “the patience of love”? 
Because it is much more than that. A dutiful son 
.might have been called into a far country, might have 
been long delayed, and the awaiting of his return 
might rightly be called patience. God waits patiently 
for His slow, stupid children to learn many lessons 
until they can “bear them” (John 16:12). While 
he waits for the prodigal, in addition, he suffers! 

“The longsuffering of God waited”; “not willing 
that any should perish” (1 Pet. 3: 20 and 2 Pet. 3:9). 
“And therefore will the Lord wait, that he may be 
gracious” (Isa. 30: 18). : 

In the parable the father does not send relief to his 
son in the famine-stricken far country. He waits for, 
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something better for that son than relief from the 
pangs of hunger. “When he was yet a great way 
off, his father saw him.” How long had .that father, 
with wide interests: elsewhere, had his eye upon the 
road, the distant road? Since the story pictures the 
heavenly Father, we must say, Since the day, the very 
hour, his son had turned his back upon his rightful 
home and his father’s loving heart. 

Then see the swiftness of love’s action. “His father 
saw him... . and ran.” The inactivity, the waiting, 
had not then been because of decrepitude! Why do 
artists ever make this central figure in “the- pearl 
of parables” to be a dim-eyed, tottering old man! In 
no wise so did Jesus picture the prodigal’s father. 
His eyes saw “a great way off” and his limbs, as 
soon as he saw what he had waited and watched for, 
obeyed the impulse of the heart as a youth might do 
and ran! We don’t read that the prodigal ran at all. 
“He arose and came”; the father “ran”! 


“Who moves to God an inch through doubtings dim, 
pe fire will God advance a league: toward 
im ” 7 


Oh, the swiftness of God’s love when our face is 
toward him, and he can be gracious, as He has waited 
and longed to be. Our wonderful Father! 

Then, the abandon of love's expressiveness.» “Ante 
fell on his »neck,'iand kissed shimil!y, The: love re~ 
strained so. lung. issmouted:soubVhow:swithaut :stint D 
The ‘confession f.the prodigal ‘#s-interrupted almost) 
before it is out by the kiss’ of forgiveness.. The 
request “Make me as one of thy hired servants” is 
never voiced. Perhaps the prodigal, returning for 
the sake of the “bread enough and to spare” rather 
than for the sake of the father, in that first compre- 
hension of his father’s great love, feels it would be 
incongruous, knows it would never be granted, for- 
gets, perchance, that he ever contemplated.such an 
insult to his father’s big heart of welcoming love and 
full, free forgiveness. 

“But the father said to his servants, Bring forth 
the best robe.” Why should any of God’s children try 
to fashion garments of “filthy rags” when the Father’s 
love has designated’ for,us the “best robe,” Christ’s 
righteousness. 

“And put a ring on his hand.” That sentence breaks 
one down. The shoes, the robe, the food, the kiss of 
forgiveness, were essentials for a son to be restored; 
but that ring! Imagine ourselves one of the servants 
asking in amazement, “But why a ring for his fin- 
ger?” It is just the abandon of perfect love, perfect 
forgiveness. 

That is our Father, our wonderful God. 





Annuity Bonds 


In the light of Luke 6: 38 and “the kingdom law 
of riches” (Matt. 6: 19-24) please state if giving by 
buying annuity bonds is Christlike,—i. e., with an 


eye single to God’s glory. Also note Paul’s method 
of stewardship in 2 Corinthians 8 and 9g, 8: 21; and 
also 1 Timothy 5:8: “But if any provide not for his 
own, and specially for those of his own house, he 
hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.” 
My idea is to know the truth, but investment in 
annuities does not seem to me to represent true, 
sacrificial, Christlike giving, but rather giving for 
poo worlds. May God bless you—A Pasadena 
reader. 


Buying annuity bonds in a worthy Christian organ- 
ization is simply a wise and legitimate method of giv- 
ing money to the Lord’s work in one’s lifetime instead 
of doing so after one’s death. It is often true that 
an individual cannot afford to do without the income 
from money that he may possess; and always it is a 
simple duty as this reader points out, to provide for 
one’s own, including oneself. To give away in our life- 
time all that we possess might be wrongly making 
ourselves dependent upon others, and abandoning a 
stewardship: in the use of money that God has com- 
mitted to us. But if we have money that we believe 
should be-used for the Lord’s work after our death, 
yet the income of which we need in our lifetime, buy- 
ing annuity bonds accomplishes this in a way that is 
Scriptural in principle, and that is not in conflict with 
any of our Lord’s principles of righteous living, but 
entirely in keeping with these. 

In addition to whatever investments .we may make 
with the’ money that God has entrusted to us, there 
should also be outright giving, which is another mat- 
ter. Such giving is to be in accordance with the 
Scriptural principles set forth in 1 Corinthians 16: 1, 2. 
We are to lay by in store, as God has prospered us. 
This suggests proportionate giving, — setting aside a 
certain proportion or percentage of our income to be 
given directly to the Lord’s work. Such giving is not 
a matter of investment in temporal securities, hut is 
made with no temporal return. 

Annuity bonds, on the other hand, may take the 





place of other legitimate investments, but with the ad- 
vantage of making sure, in one’s lifetime, that the 
principle will be used permanently for the Lord’s work, 
both while we live and after we have been taken to 
be with him. 

The “kingdom law of riches” referred to by this 
reader does not bear upon. such investments as are 
represented by annuity bonds. It isa warning from 
the Lord against covetousness, and against letting the 
heart interest be in any earthly treasures. 


x 
Should All Denominations Unite? 


I would consider it a great favor if you would give 
me your views on the question of all evangelical 
denominations uniting under one great set of stand- 
ards. Will you name some basic reasons from the 
Word of God why such a union should take place, 
and the results or blessings that would follow?—A 
Michigan reader. 


_ Theoretically and ideally, all Christian denomina- 
tions should indeed be one. Actually, however, Chris- 
tian history, especially in recent years, shows that’ 
the dominant tendency of movements for Church, 
Unity or consolidation among denominations is harm- 
ful, not wholesome. That denominations are “get- 
ting together” increasingly there is no doubt. The 
regrettable fact is that the co-operation or union is. 
usually at the expense of the purity of the Christian 
faith; sound doctrine almost always suffers in such 
united movements, just as God predicted it would be. 
Union colleges and schools in the foreign mission 
fields, for example, have invariably gotten farther 
and farther away from evangelical, New Testament 
eg as have such union movements in the home 
and. 

The reason for this seenis to be that people co-oper- 
ate on the basis of activities, rather than on the 
basis of faith. In uniting they minimize or drop out 
any doctrine that any of the parties_to the: union do 
not believe or stress. The result usually is large 
organization anu small spiritual power. The tendency 
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is to fulfill the New Testament prediction, “Having 
a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof” 
(2 Tim.’3: 5). 

Many believe that the whole present-day tendency 
toward union and, mergers, prominent in the business 
world and equally, prominent in professing Christen- 
dom, is likely to result eventually in a vast union 
religious organization, including most or all denomi- 
nations, and so emasculated of true Christian doctrine 
that it will be a simple matter for the Beast or anti- 
Christ, who will dominate the world just before the 
Lord’s’ return, to take over this great religious sys- 
tem -and-control. it. .-This may sound. pessimistic, but 
itvis the teaching of the Scriptures. : 

Meantime the true church of Christ, the invisible 
but eternal church which is his body, does not need 
any formal, external uniting. The Holy Spirit unites 
that. church, making all its members one in Christ, 
branches in the Vine. It will be caught up to meet 
the Lord in the air when he comes again. 

On the other hand, any and every church union 
that is based wholly on the Scriptures as the infallible 
Word of God is essentially good, and can be assured 
of the Lord’s blessing. Outstanding examples of 
such true church union on a sound, fundamental basis 
are some’ of the so-called “faith missions,” in which 
are often found members of many different denomina- 
tioti$; “of both the ministry and the laity, all: working 
together in the Spirit, and all holding the fundamentals 
of. the faith. Such church unity is to be welcomed 
and encouraged. 


_ 
How Far Should We Forgive ? 


A number of us were having a discussion of vari-; 
ous subjects, and this one came up and we were 
rather at loss to answer it. 

“If a person should commit a grievous sin against 
another, and should ask forgiveness, to what extent 
can that sin be forgiven if the person sinned against 
must suffer because of it all through life both physi- 
cally and mentally ?”—Anxious reader. 


There can be no degrees in true forgiveness. For- 
giveness is either entire, complete, permanent, and 
eternal, or it is not forgiveness at all. 

Here is a tragic, heartbreaking experience, yet it 
is not an unusual one. The sins of human beings 
against others have resulted, ever since the first sin 
of man, in injury to others both physically, mentally, 
and spiritually. Only when God works a miracle in 
the life and heart of one thus sinned against can true 
forgiveness be exercised toward the offender. But 
God offers to bring just that miracle to pass in any 
life that trusts him for it, and countless children of 
God can testify that he has done this for them. 

“Love your enemies” is a command from, the Lord 
Jesus Christ to all who believe in him; and when a 
life is yielded to him, and then trusts him, the very 
love of God is shed abroad in that one’s heart by the 
Holy Spirit; love for the enemy becomes a super- 
natural and glorious fact; and forgiveness is not only 
possible, but it is impossible not to forgive. 

The measure of forgiveness that we are to extend 
to those who have done us a grave injury is given 
by the Lord in his Word, “If ye forgive not men their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your 
trespasses” (Matt. 6:15). To what extent do we need, 
God’s forgiveness of our sins? Unless his forgiveness 
of us is complete and absolute, we are lost sinners. And 
the forgiveness that he extends to us has to be infinitely 
greater than any forgiveness we can ever extend to a 
fellow being. 

Here is the Lord’s answer to the question of for- 
giveness: oie 

“Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft 
shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? 
till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not 
unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times 
seven. Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened 
unto a certain king, which would take account of his 
servants. And when he had begun to reckon, one 
was: brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand 
talents. But forasmuch as he had not to pay, his lord 
commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and children, 
and all that he had, and payment to be made. The 
servant therefore fell down, and worshipped him, say- 
ing, Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay thee 
all. Then the lord of that servant was moved with 
compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. 
But the same servant went out, and found one of his 
fellowservants, which owed him an hundred pence: 
and he laid hands on him, and took him by the throat, 
saying, Pay me .that thou owest. And his fellow- 
servant fell down at his feet, and besought him, saying, 
Have patience with me, and I will pay thee all. And 
he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till 
he should pay the debt. . So when his fellowservants 
saw what was done, they were very sorry, and came 
and told unto their lord all that was done. Then his 
lord, after that he had called him, said unto him, O 
thou wicked servant, I forgave thee all that debt, be- 
cause thou desiredst me: shouldest not thou also have 
had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had 
pity on thee?” 
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Lesson for September 23 
1 Corinthians 8 .2.1-13 
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May 22. 

. QUIET Sunday service was in progress in “a 
large upper room” in Jerusalem. It was my 
privilege. to conduct that service.’ It was a 

memorable occasion, not for the sermon, though I 
love to preach, but for the news which broke into 
the serenity of that service at the close. The news 
was brought in by him whom our workimen insist on 
calling “the Jew,” Dr. Schmidt a Danish gentleman. 


. He was excited almost to. the point of incoherent 


ecstasy. His blundering English and almost inarticu- 
late pronunciation with a strange mixture of Danish 
and German words made it impossible to understand 
more than half of what he said. There was something 
about “temple” and “snake” and “tree,” Only one 


thing was perfectly clear, and that was that a, great. 


oe age 
a en made at the camp, Skea 
Monday morning early saw us on the great Heébidti- 
Beersheba road and the long camel trail that leads 
up from the road to the camp, that we might discover 
what this great thing might be. 5 
Director Albright met us with an-exultant smile 
and an enthusiasm of the “lighter-than-air” variety. 


-It seemed almost a> wonder: that he could keep his 


feet on the ground. At once he called us into the 
dining-tent and lifted the find from its carefully 
guarded resting-place, as proudly as a father his first 
baby. It was a cult object of Canaanite worship. 
It was a white limestone stele about a foot wide and 
of an original height that cannot yet be known, as the 
top is broken away. The stele is sculptured in beau- 
tiful low relief which, because of the wearing effect 
of the lime in the débris, makes it rather difficult 
to see clearly what is on it. Even a glance, however, 
was enough to show it an entirely unique and re- 
markable ronument of pure Canaanite cult. There 
is no trace of any ,Egyptian or other influence, as 
usually is found in cult objects of Palestine: When I 
informed Professor Fisher of our find his exclama- 
tion was spontaneous. “Oh, you have the serpent, 
have you?” Here for the first time a distinct feature 
of purely Canaanite worship, without any admixture 
of foreign ideas, has been found. There is what at 
first seemed a large tree-trunk, the top of which -is 
broken off, but which, when the lime was brushed 
off, proved to be a god or goddess, and around which 
a great serpent is coiled. 


A Snake Cult 


At last we had something unusual, something of 
unique importance in Palestinian archaeology. If we 
had found nothing else in the two seasons of our 
work here (and we have in fact hundreds of other 
cbjects, many of much importance) this alone would 
have sufficed for all our work and our outlay. We 
had longed and prayed for some really. great dis- 
covcry, now we: certainly had it. We could hardly 
sleep, which is saying a great deal for the old 
Khawadji. - oe 

The elements of the importance of this cult object 
do not lie on the surface and its significance will not 
appear to those who are simply able to look at 
striking things and marvel, Snakes are not pretty. 
But to the student of Ethnology, especially to the 
student of Palestinian culture, and above all to the 
student of the background of that Canaanite life 
which resulted in a decree of capital punishment from 
Heaven itself, this object will be of the utmost im- 
portance. Some people are quite distressed at what 
they conceive to be a strange and unworthy repre- 
sentation of God in the decree of extermination of 
the Canaanites. There are indeed persons who are 
horrified at the practice of most nations on earth, 
at the present time and in history, of putting to death 
notorious murderers, more, far more horrified indeed, 
than at the cruel and senseless murder that the crim- 
inal bad committed. On the other hand people gen- 
erally do not sympathize with such a view and 
probably never will do so in the history of the world. 
Righteous indignation rises in majesty and thunders 
the words of Holy Writ, “Whoso sheddeth man’s 
blood, by man shall his blood be shed.” So when we 
get a glimpse of the practices of these Canaanites, 
their revolting licentiousness, their horrible child sac- 
rifice, and the debasing character of their manner of 
worship, here, in fact, loathsome ‘serpent-worship, ‘the 
worthiness of God’s dealing with such people loses 
its seeming objectionable features. These people from 
whom comes this remarkable object, whether idol or 
symbol, were the very Canaanites living in the land 
at the time the Israelites camé in and were designated 
to be the executioners of the divine sentence. 

It is difficult to discuss the genesis of such a de- 
basing form of worship as.a snake cult.. The repre- 


sentation in so many. places in the world of the tree. 





meee 


really startling and important, , 


t 


Out of the debris came a broken piece of sculp- 
tured limestone. It sent Dr. Schmidt, a Danish 
archeologist, in t excitement into the midst of 
am to tell of the find, brought an exultant 
smile to Director Albright’s face, and almost kept 
Dr. Kyle awake at night, which he says, “is say- 
ing a great deal for the old Khawadji.” It is the 
- most important find of last Spring’s work at 
Kijath-sepher, for it discloses the uncleanness 
and horror of Canaanite idolatry and will do much 
to explain why God ordered the Israelites to exe 
terminate the inhabitants of ancient Palestine. 








and the serpent can hardly be accounted for by any 
other rational method than by supposing it in some 
way connecttd withithe story ofisthelwragedy in the 
Ganden tofiEdenw ‘Notcathall thati tlgnostory of the 
Garden suggests‘ idoiatrous worship,}but~ that a pic- 
ture of the serpent and the tree like the sacred 
symbol of the crucifix by some strange perversion of 
things sacred, has come, in some cases, as in Russia, 
to be an object of worship. 

It is impossible in camp to make careful réSearches, 
so that no more than suggestions can be thrown out 
concerning either the origin or the history of serpent 
worship in Palestine. It is quite possible, however, 
that this Canaanite idolatrous prattice gave rise to the 
idolatrous use of the Brazen Serpent in Israel, a 
practice which Hezekiah suppressed, exactly as the 
picture of Isis with Horus the child-god on her 
knee, was later imitated in Rome in the first images 
of Mary and the child. However, Christians have 
spiritualized the idea of motherhood as an interpreta- 
tron of Maryolatry, the historical origin of it as above 
can hardly be doubted by any one who examines the 
last pictures of Isis and Horus and the first of Mary 
and the Child. 


May 24. 

We had hurried back to camp, like a certain 
admiral who was absent when the battle was 
fought. We found that the great house had only in 
part been uncovered. A courtyard was in front, ap- 
parently with a stand for chariots and a feeding 
trough for horses. Great walls, nearly a meter thick, 
formed a rectangular enclosure. Within, on the first 
floor, was a storeroom. This room was filled on the 
floor-space with pots for oil and wine and grain. 
One, at least, had in it fine flour distinctly shown in 
the flour-charcoal remaining. 

It was in this storeroom that was found the cult 
object, which had fallen down from an upper story 
during the fire that consumed the building. The top 
of the stele was broken away and the stone itself 
was cracked along the side. The lime in the débris 
had also eaten into the surface of the sculpture some- 
what. In the store-chamber into which it had fallen 
was a large number of jars, some of them great jars 
for wine and oil and grain. These jars were dis- 
tinctly of the late part of the Early Bronze Age, about 
the time of Abraham or a little later. In the same 
stratum were found imitation scarabs of the Hyksos 
period, which would point to about the same time. 


Work for the Next Season 


Unfortunately the excavation of this great house, 
whether temple or palace, is impossible this year. We 
must curb our impatience and wait another season. 
The house is at the very edge of the section that we 
have been carrying down toward the bottom. To 
uncover all this house would require us to enlarge the 
area in that direction. This would not only make it 
necessary to begin at the top of the stratum some 
ten feet. above us, but we have heaped upon that 
portion much of the débris that has come out of the 
portion excavated and this also would have to be 
moved again. All this would involve much work 
for which there is not time left. My engagements 
at home for the summer require me to leave in about 
ten_days, and Dr. Albright’s Summer School work 
in Jerusalem requires him also after June. Then, be- 
side all this, the water is getting very low and we have 
to carry it for two or three miles. There have been 
three summers of light water supply and the Lower 
Spring from which we get water usually, has about 
given out. .It must be added also, that two months of 
the sudden and violent changes in temperature from 
extreme heat to unusual cold, and the strenuousness 
of the work is about as much as is wise at one time. 
We have no malaria and no mosquitoes, but sand-flies 
are far worse, for nothing much less than sheet iron 
will keep them out. There is a spraying-gun greatly 
recommended here. It really works like a charm— 
when there-are no sand-flies! Altogether, it is time 
to rest, therefore time to close our excavations and 


tin ee EN A et em eaeets menye 


wait for another season to follow these most interest- 
ing leads. 

Many other finds have been made within a few 
days, but have been so eclipsed’ by the serpent-cult 
“object, that it seems an anti-climax to mention them 
now. However, a daily record must not neglect the 
little things.. We have found two beautiful mace- 
heads, one bronze and the other diorite. The bronze 
one seems to have had a figure on it, but until at is 
cleaned of the accumulation of rust, it is impossible 


—to know certainly, and especially impossible to know 


what the figure may be. Then today a beautiful 
bronze dagger almost clear of rust has been found. 
The wooden handle has been burned away, but three 
of the four rivets still remain. An imitation cunei- 
form tablet in stone is interesting and curious, but not 
very valuable, as it has no inscription. It was prob- 
ably a record of liver divination. It is, however, 
= in Palestine, though such have been found im 
yria. 

A very strange, large, flat, circular stone on a 
foundation has excited our curiosity very much, but 
so far fruitlessly. The temptation to see in it an altar 
is very great, but the evidence seems against that 
idea. It seems to be in connection with an industria: 
plant, and, beside, there is no trace of any sacrificial 
use of this stone. There are no marks of fire and 
no indication of pouring of libations, no cup-marks 
as they are called, which usually occur in Canaanite 
altars. It is as yet a real mystery. 


Nearly Stoned 


Episodes are numerous in camp in the wild. Some- 
thing startling is due at almost any moment. They 
come humorous, pathetic, and tragic. This one was 
near-tragic with a humorous ending. Yesterday I 
saw a woman winnowing grain by lifting it with her 
hands and letting it fall, the wind carrying away 
much of the dust and chaff. A little child and a kid 
played by her. It made a pretty picture and I took 
my moving picture camera to get a photograph. 
While my eye was on the finder and my ear open to 
the hum of the motor, suddenly she ran away, and 
the baby and the kid scurried too. I looked up to 
see where they had gone and was startled to see a 
very determined looking man foilowed by several 
others rushig toward me with big stones in their 
hands which they were already throwing. I thought 
they were offended at my photographing the woman 
and concluded that I was in serious trouble. But 
they were trying to stone some venemous reptile, 
snake, viper, or centipede from which the woman and 
child had fled. The men searched most diligently and 
carefully for that reptile, but did not find it. That 
was once I was glad of a snake! 

Fire and sword are the accompaniments of war. 
We have seen and reported again and again the layers 
of ashes and charcoal that mark the divisions be- 
tween the layers of successive cities in the Tell. There 
have proved to be not five, as we thought, but seven 
cities here, with the probability of one more very 
early city entirely vanished, leaving no more than 
footprints. Now the horrid evidence of cruel and 
ruthless death in siege and destruction is furnished 
by the Hakim. Dr. Cully examined very carefully a 
large collection of bones from the débris of the 
Canaanite ‘city of about thé sixteenth century, B. C., 
the Middle Bronze Age. Who wrought the fearful 
disaster we can no more than surmise. It was before 
the incoming of Israelites. These bones were of 
both men and animals, slain in battle and burned in 
the fire which destroyed the city. There were bones 
of an old man, bones of a boy about twelve years of 
age, and bones of little children. None of these had 
been buried, all were lying face down. They had 
turned their faces down in agony to escape the de- 
vouring fire. 

Whoever destroyed this Canaanite city was a ruth- 
less vandal; he destroyed a culture which, though 
probably below the industrial development of the 
Judean kings, far exceeded that culture in artistic ad- 
vancement: Egyptian faience, copper ingots for coin- 
age as in the Minoan culture of Crete, the furniture 
inlaid with ivory already described. Here also is 
a tiny equilateral pyramid which seems to be abso- 
lutely perfect mathematically. Laid upon any one of 
its four sides it is still perfect. It was probably a gam- 
ing piece of some sort. It is very evident that the high- 
est artistic culture in ancient Palestine was the early 
Canaanite culture. In religious ideas and life the 
Israelites far surpassed all others of that ancient world, 
but in artistic’ development they were far from first. 
This is often emphasized in both individuals and in 
nations in all history. 


KirJATH-SEPHER. 
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The Awakening 


® Where there is no vision, the people perish” 
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By James A. Brobeck 














church bells were announcing the hour for wor- 

ship. From the tower of the Church of Christ, 
the chimes rang out the old, familiar hymn, “Am I 
a Soldier of the Cross?” ithin, the rich mellow 
tones of the pire organ filled the sanctuary as the 
worshipers gathered for the service. As the voluntary 
was concluding, the minister, with customary punctu- 
ality, entered the pulpit from the prayer-room, seat- 
ing himself in the carved oak chair behind the desk. 

_ The usual formal order of worship was begun,—the 
singing of the hymns, the numbers of which were 
posted upon the registry board, the reading from the 
sacred Word, the offertory, the anthem by the choir, 
and while the latter was sung so that the words were 
intelligible to but a few, still, the rendition was 
generally regarded as evidence of considerable talent 
and worthy of expressions of praise at the .conclu- 
sion of the service. 

The minister arose. to deliver his message and as 
he did so, there was a general shifting of positions 
in the congregation—an effort to find as comfortable 
positions as possible for the half hour period of the 
sermon. The thoughts of some immediately turned to 
the contemplation of events which had claimed their 
interest during the past week; others to the specula- 
tion of things which the future held for them, pleasant 
or unpleasant, as the case might be, while still some 
few others were intent in eager anticipation of the 
message, hungry for any crumb which might fall 
from the lips of Jehovah’s servant that they might 
feed upon it and satisfy the innermost cravings of 
their souls. 

“My text this morning,” said the minister, “is 
taken from the twenty-ninth chapter of Proverbs, the 
eighteenth verse.” As he spoke these few words, his 
hearers thought they detected a new note in his speech, 
different, somehow, from what they were accustomed 
to. The daydreamers were aroused from their pre- 
occupations and their interest fixed in the speaker. 

“Where there is no vision, the people perish,” read 
the man from the Word of Holy Writ, and then, as 
if all might not have heard or else it needed further 
oem the text was slowly repeated. 

he spoke again, the congregation was certain 
as to the change in his manner of speaking and 
noticed furthermore, that his eyes had a strange new 
light. At the same time, a change was taking place 
in his,countenance. All eyes saw these changes occur- 
ing and they beheld him in wonder. The man who 
had stood before them from Sunday to Sunday for 
sq many years was now entirely different from what 
he had been at any time they had seen him—trans- 
formed, as it were. They were unable to explain it, 
since it was, indeed, unusual and out of the ordinary. 


4 Y PEOPLE,” he continued, “it was my inten- 

tion to bring you my message this morning, 
carefully prepared during the past week, but instead, 
I bring you one direct from God himself.” 

The words seemed to come as if from the lips of a 
prophet. They were awe-inspiring and a general 
feeling of uneasiness took possession of the people. 
How strange that no one thought him presumptuous 
in declaring himself the bearer of a direct message 
from God! How intent they were to catch every 
word and to detect eacli movement of the man, fear- 
ful, so it seemed, lest something he might say or do 
should escape them. 

“I sat in my study last evening,” he went on, “re- 
flecting upon the words of the message which I had 
prepared to deliver this Sabbath morning, and, as I 
reviewed them, was satisfied that they were worthy 
of your respectful attention and thoughtful considera- 
tion. I also went over my plans for the social and 
other sundry activities of the various organizations 
connected with the church and decided that these 
were all good and judiciously planned. It was at 
the twilight hour and I -sat alone. The lamps had 
not been lighted as I preferred to meditate and catch 
the inspiration from the atmosphere begotten by the 
gathering shades of night. 

“As I reflected, I closed my eyes that my mind 
might the better_review the points to be brought out 
in my sermon. I sat thus for some time.. How long, 
I do not know, but it must have been quite a long 
time, for I had lost myself in meditation. Whether 
I was asleep or awake, I do not know, but suddenly, 
it seemed as if I heard a rap at my front door. As 
I arose to answer the rap, I wondered how anyone 
could come to my door without my hearing their 
approach as they came up the steps and crossed the 
veranda. 

“However, I lifted the latch, threw back the door 
and discerned the form of a man, the upper part of 
his body being outlined against the sky back of him. 


|: WAS Sunday morning. All over the city, the 


I could not see his face and of course, did not recog- 
nize him, 

“ ‘Good evening,’ I said. “Will you come in?’ With- 
out awaiting his reply, I went on, ‘I will strike a 
light,’ and was turning to do this when my visitor 
spoke, 

“ ‘Stay,’ he said, ‘I must not tarry. The matter 
which brought me here requires haste. Are you the 
minister of the Church of. Christ?’ 

“‘I am, I replied. 

“*Will you come with me?’ he then asked. 

“J stood peering into the darkness, wondering who 
my visitor might be and what he wanted of me, I 
was impressed with the strangeness of the situation; 
aman whom I did not recognize, coming to my door 


so silently, bent upon.a hasty, and evidently, important / 


mission, askmg..me to accompany yhim, 
ing whereof .eyen telling .me; why,t 
go. My first impulse was to ask him about these 
things, but something seemed to restrain me. I can- 
not say that I was in any way fearful or had any 
misgivings about the result of going with him. In 
fact, L felt as if I must go, unusual as the incident 
was. he circumstances which brought him to my 
door must be such as to require the services of a 
minister, and, if so, why should I refuse? 

“‘T will go,’ I said, as I took up my. hat and cloak. 


wathout; saxr 


6C’TSHE stranger led the way and passing out my 

gate, turned in the direction of the city. I de- 
cided to allow him to lead the way, so made no attempt 
to walk by his side. After walking for some little time 
in silence, my guide turned into a brightly lighted 
street which I recognized as Broadway. As I looked 
ahead, in the direction we were going, I observed 
that a great number of people was thronging the 
sidewalks of this popular thoroughfare. We soon 
reached that part A the street where the throng 
was very dense and I was impressed with the vast 
multitude there—I was sure I had never seen so many 
before. Aside from the number going to and fro 
along the street, I saw still more inside the various 
buildings as we passed by. 

“Some of these buildings were brilliantly lighted 
on the exteriors, each one having the name of an 
Egyptian goddess or similar name, outlined with small 
lights. The interiors seemed to be dark except for 
a spot toward the rear. Other buildings were well 
lighted on the inside and had many people of both 
sexes, young and old, moving about in pairs to the 
strains of music. Several other buildings of a dif- 
ferent type, contained still more of the throng, each 
one indulging himself in some manner of pleasure. 
All seemed to be vivacious and care-free. 

“TI recognized quite a few members of my church 
as we passed along the street, and spoke to some, but 
they did not return my salutation and it was quite 
evident that they did not recognize me. I thought 
this very singular indeed. I noticed that many of 


them went into the buildings and I reflected upon ~ 


what might be the object of their interest there. 

“By far the most unusual thing I had noticed was 
a peculiar mark upon each one of the throng, the 
like of which I had never seen before. My wonder- 
ment at this and my attempt to find an explanation 
alicwed little time for thought about the other scenes 
about me. 

“‘What can be the meaning of this odd mark?’ 
4 asked myself. 

“It must have been that, unconsciously, I uttered 
the question aloud, or was it that my guide had 
divined my thoughts? For I was puzzled to have him 
turn and say to me, ‘The Stamp of worldliness.’ 


6¢<7IHE stamp of worldliness.’ . I reflected upon this 


as we went along. It seemed as if I had heard . 


the expression before but had not grasped its meaning 
and therefore had given it little thought. Consider- 
ing the fact that all whom I had seen had the mark, 
it must be one of more than ordinary import. 

“I observed that my guide was making no attenipt 
to see what the throng was indulging in, but pressed 


on, with face set, looking neither to the right nor - 


left, as if intent upon some object in which a greater 
interest allowed neither time nor thought for those 
things which surrounded him. I felt that he had dis- 
covered a more than casual interest in them on my 
part and was a bit ashamed that I. had almost for- 
gotten the mission upon which I was bent. 

“Leaving the throng, we turned into another street 
where, just ahead, I saw my church.. I was surprised 
to discover that it was not in its. familiar position, 
for it was situated upon a hill above the street level. 
I could not account for this. I also observed that 
there was a light in the prayer-room and wondered 
what this could mean, at such a late hour on Saturday 


wanted. me to.) 


night. It was apparent that some unusual event de- 
manded my presence there and this was the place to 
which my strange visitor was leading me. 


6¢°T°HESE and other reflections occurred to me as we 
approached the church. ‘We climbed the hill and 
proceeded toward the entrance in the rear. As we 
passed the prayer-room window, I saw that some 
of my church members had preceded me, all of whom 
were kneeling and were engaged in what seemed to 
be great agony of prayer. Just at this time, I be- 
came sensitive to a strange force or power, which 
seemed to emanate from this room and fix itself 
upon me—a magnetic power, as it were, and that 
instead of its detracting from my own strength, added 
tot ,I was mystified at this uncommon experience 
at “first, but so delightful was the effect produced, 
att longed to retain it, and was reluctant to leave 

é’ spot lest it should depart from me. 

“I ‘was most eager to learn the source of this and 
was certain that it would be explained when we joined 
the group of petitioners inside, but great was my 
disappointment when I saw that my guide, instead of 
turning to enter, passed by. 

“We had gone but a few steps beyond, when just 
below us, atthe foot of the -hill, I saw the reflection 
of the sky upon a body of water, which I made out 
to be a river. I thought this. very peculiar; that 
here, within the shadow of the church’s spire was a 
stream which I had never seen before. I chided 


_ tnyself upon not having been a more careful observer. 


“We descended the hill to the edge-of the stream 
where my guide paused. I glanced at the river which 
was dark and sullen as .it moved slowly and silently 
along. At this juncture, the moon arose, casting her 
light over the ‘scene before us and revealing to me 
more clearly the sweep of the current. As I fol- 
lowed its course with my eyes, I saw, to my amaze- 
ment, scarcely a stone’s throw away, an immense 
fissure in the ground, or cavern, into which the river 
was pouring itself, disappearing completely from sight. 
This was, indeed, another bewildering incident, an- 
other “strange event in the night’s adventure. . 

“My guide had paused only long enough for me 
to glance at these things and only partially compre- 
hend them, when; gathering his cloak tightly about 
him, he turned and said, ‘Follow me, and waded 
deliberately into the stream. It was with more or 
less apprehension that I considered obeying, since I 
was uncertain as to the depth of the river, neither 
could I dismiss from my thoughts the tragic fate 
which awaited me within the depths of the yawning 
cavern below should I lose my footing and not 
able to withstand the force of the current. How- 
ever, since my guide had preceded me and was evi- 
eon familiar with the passage, I decided to take the 
risk. : 


6¢@CARCELY had we entered the stream, when he 

stooped over, reached out and grasped an object 
which he drew toward him, and as he lifted it out, 
I was startled to discover that it was the form of a 
man. As he raised him up and placed him upon his 
feet, I observed that he was alive and was able to 
stand alone after his rescuer had placed a very 
singular stamp or-seal upon his forehead. With ap- 


- parently no further thought about. him, he turned 


again and repeating his movements of a moment be- 
fore, drew forth the form of a child, also alive and 
able to stand after he had beén stamped with the seal. 

“I wondered if there might still be others, and 
peering closely into the surface of the stream with 
wide-open eyes, I was horrified to discern the forms 
of men, women, and children being borne along upon 
the bosom of the stream, and the gruesome fact 
suddenly dawned upon me with awful force that this, 
instead of being a stream of water, as I had sup- 
posed, was, in truth, a veritable stream of human 
sou's, borne along by some mysterious force and dis- 
charged into the depths of the cavern, waiting like 
some gigantic beast with hungry maw to swallow up 
its victims. Oh, the tragedy of it! How long had 
this. relentless stream been pouring its cargo of living 
creatures over the edge of this seemingly bottomless 
pit? How many had been the number of those to 
have met such a tragic fate? How was it that I had 
never discovered it before? Why had not my church 
known about it? No longer was I in doubt as to the 
object my strange visitor had in coming to my door 
and asking me to accompany him. Here was my 
mission—in helping him to rescue these unfortunate 
ones from the jaws of the gaping cavern. 

“IT quickly set to work in saving them, one after 
another; first, drawing forth the form of an old, 
gray-haired. man, then a young girl, then others, as 
fast as I could, I placed them upon their feet and saw 


| 








fe memistne tm 


te as 


Lesson 
1 Corin 


the sea 
was m: 
not all 
being 

grasp. 
some — 
uplifte 


from 
wailins 
not ab 


solr 
the dit 
my ¢ 
shoute 
my ef 
of my 
out f 
and tl 
to see 
had. h 
shouts 

“To 
the ni 
from 
great 
of he 
exhau 
power 
the pr 
inexpl 
befors 
and r 


terri 
lowe 
print 
to it 
smot 
mess 
his. 

the t 
chur: 


ing : 


28 








just 
‘ion 
out 
hat 
sa 
ded 
yer, 
am 
ich 
atly 
her 
me 
fol- 
izZe- 


ee 











— 


Lesson for September 23 
x Corinthians 8 : 1-13 


- 


the seal-appear, the sign that they could stand.. Great 
was my joy as I drew them in, one by one. However, 
not all, of them seemed as if they were desirous of 
being saved but appeared as if trying to avoid my 
grasp. Others seemed strangely indifferent, while 
some few, Oh, only a very few, came along with 
uplifted arms as though in silent -appeal for help. 

“As-I worked on, I suddenly became conscious of 
some terrifying sounds which were borne to my ears 
from the depths of the abyss—groanings, cryings, 
wailings, cursings; the voices of those whom we were 
not able to save because of the lack of helpers. Oh, 
that some might rush to our assistance! 

“My thoughts turned to the great crowd on Broad- 
way and to those we had seen in the buildings as we 
poses along. Oh, that some of them were here! 

f but a part of them were here, we could save all 
of these helpless ones! If only the members of my 
church were here to labor with us, how many of 
these poor, helpless ones we could snatch from the 
mouth of the hungry monster below! 

“Above the cries of the victims, I could hear the 
sound of the music, accompanied by the shouts and 
laughter. How incongruous these sounds seemed in 
contrast with those coming from the depths of the 
pit! The merrymakers were not very far away— 


within hailing distance; I would call to thém. Afd 


so I raised my voice and called loudly for ry Roe 
rowd kept - 


the din of the music and the mirth of the 
my cry from reaching their ears. In despair, I 
shouted again and again, as loudly as I could, but 
my efforts were in vain. Surely some of the people 
of my church would recognize my voice and come 
out from among that multitude. But none heard 
and therefore none came. But I was greatly relieved 
to see that those in the prayer-room of the church 
had. heard, since they came hastily in answer to my 
shouts and plunged in to help us. 

“Together we toiled on, hour after hour, through 
the night until we became weary and heartsick; weary 
from the long hours of toil, heartsick because of the 
great number claimed by the cavern through the lack 
of helpers. I would have lagged and fallen from 
exhaustion had it not been for the strange magnetic 
power which had fastened itself upon me as I passed 
the prayer-room. This sustained me and gave me an 
inexplainable source of strength such as I had never 
before experienced. As soul after soul was rescued 
and received the seal, there was a mighty exultation 
of my spirit; a peace and a joy to a degree I had 
considered impossible. 

“On and on we labored, inspired by the untiring 
efforts of our leader and the ecstasy within, until the 
eastern horizon gave evidence of the birth of a new 
day. The streets had long since become quiet, the 
pleasure seekers having sought their homes and rest. 
As the sun was sending his first beams of light across 
the sleeping city, a strange transformation took place; 
my guide, the stream, the cavern, the few faithful 
helpers and all seemed to vanish from my sight, and I 
found myself upon my knees in my study, the rays of 
the morning sun pouring in upon me.” 

As the minister concluded the narration of the 
strange and unusual experience of the preceding night, 
he paused—a long time—minutes, so it seemed to his 
hearers. It was a deeply moved congregation that 
he looked upon. As he had spoken, it seemed as if 
his eyes were penetratipg into the innermost recesses 
of the soul of each, and his words as if lodged there. 
The usual ‘Sunday formality had been brushed aside 
by the informal. Nearly all heads were bowed. Many 
were weeping, some aloud and, apparently, unashamed. 
Some had even dared to fall upon their knees in 
their places. Self-condemnation and judgment took 
hold upon every heart. The forceful recital of the 
minister’s experience came indeed as he had said as 
“a message direct from God,” and had been borne 
to the conscience of his people in direct accusation— 
“Thou art the man.” 

The emptiness of the entire church program as 
they had planned and followed it for years was 
openly exposed to them. The misdirected effort and 
waste of strength in causes which at the time had 
seemed highly important and proper were seen with 
astonishing clearness. The flagrant waste of time, 
valuable time, in the quest for pleasure; the indif- 
ference to the all-important object for which the 
church was established; the misappropriation of re- 
sources entrusted to their care, for which an account- 
ing would be required; all these smote their con- 
sciences to the extreme of fear and humility. ‘The 
church was not fulfilling its mission, and had Icst 
its power as well as its vision. “These ought ye to 
have done, and not to leave the other undone.” The 
terrible stream freighted with living humanity, swal- 
lowed up by the awful pit! The picture was im- 
printed upon their minds, never to be eradicated. Blind 
to it heretofore, yet responsible for it; the conviction 
smote them unsparingly. 

The minister continued to gaze upon them. The 
message had been delivered as received, for it was not 
his. The servant of Jehovah had been obedient to 
the heavenly vision in placing the responsibility for the 
church’s impotency, and it had found its mark with 
both pastor and peopic. The sense of guilt was weigh- 
ing down their hearts. as inaudible cries for pardon 
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and fervent promises of self-dedication ascended like 
sweet incense. hie 

The benediction was pronounced; the service was 
over. But a new service for the Lord had begun. 


STEAMBOAT SPRINGS, COLO. 
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From a Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


The Two Ap Arti(s) 


For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me hence- 
forth [ap arti, from now onl], till ye shall say, 
Blessed ts he that cometh in the name of the Lord 
(Matt. 23: 39). 

Nevertheless I say-unto you, Hereafter [ap 
arti, from now on] shall ye see the Son of man 
sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in 
the clouds of heaven (Matt. 26: 64). 


OM now on “ye shall not see” .. . from now 
on “ye shall see.” How is the seeming contradic- 
tion reconciled? ; 

In the first quotation the Lord Jesus is taking leave 
of Israel. -: They~have rejected’ him as Saviour not 
Knowing thé kdirs, the time Of their-visitation. The 
airoi. ft times, ofthe -Gentiles*a#e presently to begin. 
Henceforward Israel shall, as a people, not see the 
Lord until they say “Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord.” : 

According to Mr. Ribhany, author of “The Syrian 
Christ,” this salutation (with variants) is, in present- 
day Syria, the salutation of the harvester and of him 
only. It was apparently that in the old days, too. “And 
behold, Boaz came from Bethlehem, and said unto the 
reapers, The Lord be with you. And they answered 
him, The Lard bless thee” (Ruth 2:4). i 

“Let them be as the grass upon the housetops, which 
withereth afore it groweth up: Wherewith the mower 
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filleth not his hand; nor he that bindeth sheaves his 
bosom. Neither do they which go by say, The-bless- 
ing of the Lord be upon you: we bless you in the 
name of the Lord.” 

The harvest is the end of the age (Matt. 13:39). 
“Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord” 
is a quotation from Psalms 118: 26, and -it is just 
this Psalm that is most closely identified with the 
ritual of the Feast of Tabernacles. But the Feast 
of Tabernacles was the autumn festival that closed 
the harvest, and is typical (Edersheim) of the final 
ingathering of souls, the harvest at the end of. the 
age. The Lord Jesus then formally .announces to 
Israel that as Messiah he is not to appear to them 
again until the close of the times of the Gentiles. 
There is perhaps a correspondence between Matthew 23: 
38, “Behold, your house is-left unto you desolate,” 
and one clause of the Psalm (118:26) “We have 
blessed you out of the house of the Lord.” It will 
be His house again. One wonders if when the Lord 
reveals himself to Israel he will hear this benediction 
from a rebuilt Temple as well as from a people re- 
established in his land. 

To Jerusalem the Lord announces his departure as 
national Saviour; to the high priest, His coming as 
Judge. As throughout Matthew, the Judge appears in 
twofold parousia, as Judge of Israel and as Judge 
of the Gentiles. This is obviously so throughout 
the twenty-fourth chapter. of Matthew. And again, 
in the sixteenth chapter. of Matthew the twenty- 
seventh verse refers to the final coming to reward 
“every man,” the twenty-eighth verse (in the opinion 
of some), the coming in judgment on tne Jewish 
theocracy, by the destruction of Jerusalem in the 
lifetime of the apostles. So in His solemn assevera- 
tion of Matthew 26:64. “I say unto you, from now 
on ye.shall see the Son of man sitting on the right 
hand of power [t. ¢., presiding over the judgment on 
the Jewish state], and coming in the clouds of heaven 
[in His final manifestation as Judge of mankind].” 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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increase attendance 








Birthdays 
By Linda DeArmond 
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HIS surely was a wonderful day in Sunday-school. 

John was going to have a birthday. Of course 
John insisted that Mother should come along, even 
if she had not been inside a Sunday-school for sev- 
eral years —this was an unusual occasion. 

John sat in his regular seat until the opening exer- 
cises wete over, while Mother was given a seat at 
one side of the room near enough to see everything 
that occurred. 

At last John was called to the front of the room 
to sit on a chair right beside the table. In a pan of 
sand stood five yellow candles. A strip of yellow 
crépe paper was passed over John’s right shoulder 
and down under the left arm and tied in a neat bow 
with ends hanging. Beside the pan of sand stood a 
little bank in the shape of a dog, with a pack on his 
back. This was to hold the birthday pennies. John 
was allowed to call any little girl or boy in the room 
to come forward and hold the bank while all the chil- 
drea counted the pennies. When the bank held enough 
money to make five dollars it was sent away te some 
mission field. 

John was asked if he had tried to be as “Good as 
gold” and he replied “Yes,” and it was easy, too! 

The children all recited the birthday verse: 


Try to be as good as gold 
Through the coming year, 

Like a little sunbeam bright, 
Bringing joy and cheer. 

~ Good as gold, good as gold, 

Every — single — day; 

Good as gold, good as gold, 
All along life’s way. 


_ The candles were lighted and our choir sang the 
little song entitled “My Father’s Care.” 


How strong and sweet my Father’s care, 
That round about me like the air, 
Is with me always everywhere, 

He cares for me. 


As soon as the choir was seated the children bowed 
their heads and asked God to bless the birthday boy. 
Then John stood up and all the children watched him 
blow out his candles and receive his birthday letter. 

John became a member of the choir as he did not 
miss a Sunday and before long a larger brother came 
to the main room. Father came to the Men’s Bible 
class, and Mother to the Ladies’ Bible class. 

Even though one does not have much time for visi- 
tation in the homes, one can visit with the birthday 
or sick letters. Different pictures should be used, 
anything to correct faults in the child, and also pic- 
tures of flowers, birds, and toys. One letter was 





made up as follows: In the right hand corner of the 
letter sheet was pasted a picture of a boy with a 
smiling face. Then came the letter itself. 

“We are so glad to welcome you in our Sunday- 
school. It is just the most wonderful place to have a 
birthday. All of our little people are so happy. Here 
you will find a nice pair of roller skates. Even though 
you are a little boy the exercise will be good and you 
can be just as careful as any big boy. What a fine 
time you will have coasting down the hill in that 
express wagon. Then you can go to the store to 
haul the groceries for Mother. How nice it is to 
have Sunday-school boys who think of Mother.” (On 
the second page was a picture of a cook or maid look- 
ing over a plate of cakes, a dish of gelatin or ice 
cream, and a big bunch of flowers.) “How good every 
one has been to get so much ready for a little boy to 
share with his friends. Of course he sees that every 
one is helped before he takes a plate himself. Some 
little children are standing at the top of the third 
page and a little bird below has his mouth open. He 
is singing one of the pieces we all love, 


Jesus loves me this I know, 
For the Bible tells me-so. 


“The little church is right down in the corner. How 
we all love to go to Sunday-school and stay after- 
ward for church! It does not matter a bit if it rains 
because we are all dressed warmly and would not mind 
the weather one bit.” 

On the last page we say that a special button is 
given for a boy “Good as gold” to wear. “When you 
forget to be good, Mother will pin on the yellow 
ribbon to remind you that you are a Sunday-school 
boy and must try hard to be ‘Good as gold.’ How 
nice it is to please that darling mother of yours, to 
come when she calls, to run on errands, to bring in 
the milk, sweep off the walk. Did you ever think 
how many lovely things she does for you? 

“With lots of love and best wishes from your Sun- 
day-school teacher.” 

A sick letter may be made up in the same manner, 
using beds, spoons for taking medicine, wash cloth for 
a clean face, chair to rest in; and an auto to bring the’ 
pupil back. 

The pictures may be clipped from magazines, news- 
papers, and advertisements, and placed in a box. It 
does not take long to have a fine collection. If orie 
uses these sick letters. when one knows a child is ill 
or if he is absent for two Sundays, one will soon have 
better attendance, and the letters will be far-reaching, 
more perhaps than one may. ever know 


SwArRTHMoRE, Pa, 
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LESSON 13. SEPTEMBER 23. THE CHRISTIAN BASIS OF TOTAL ABSTINENCE 


(Temperance Lesson). International Uniform Lesson.—1 Cor. 8: 1-13 
Golden Text.— Let no man seek his own, but each his neighbor’s good.— 1 Cor. 10:24 








The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 
Foreword 
“Am I my brother's keeper?” (Gen. 4:9.) 


Verse by Verse 


1 Corinthians 8:1.—Things sacrificed to idols. This 
refers to those portions of the animals offered in 
sacrifice that were not laid on the altar and that 
belonged partly to the priests and partly to the wor- 
shiper. For a similar regulation in connection with 
the worship ef God compare Leviticus 7:15. In 
heathen temples these portions were sometimes eaten 
at feasts held in the temple (v. 10) or in private 
houses (10:27), and sometimes sold in the markets 
by the priests or by the poor or the niggardly. Chris- 
tians were thus in continual danger of meeting with 
such food. To partake of it was abomination to the 
Jews (Num. 25:2; Psa. 106: 28; Rev. 2:14). The 
matter had been specially discussed at the Council in 
Jerusalem (Acts 15:29). It is remarkable that Paul 
hete makes no allusion to this decree. He deals with it 
as being one empowered himself by the Holy Ghost 
to settle such matters. Probably this was due to the 
fact of the incipient dissensions in the church at 
Corinth. An injunction based upon what had been 
decided at Jerusalem might have been unwise in view 
of the active Judaizing party in the Corin in 
church. What is more important is that the decisions 
given both by Paul and by the apostles at Jerusalem 
agree in their effect. This is an indication that both 
alike proceed from the Spirit of truth. For he must 
be consistent with himself. God cannot deny himself. 
We all have knowledge. All Christians alike are 
intended to have and to exercise this knowledge (cf. 
1 John 2:20). Knowledge puffeth up. Note the 
contrast between puffing up and building up. 


Verse 2.—If any man thinketh. No real knowl- 
edge can be gained without himility and love. 


Verse 3.—But if any man loveth God. This is the 
highest and noblest kind of love and is the source of 
all brotherly love (1 John 5:2). Js known by him. 
The transition seems. abrupt and awkward. But it 
would not have been true to say that the man who 
loves God knows God in the full sense of the term. 
Not even the Christian can exhaustively know God. 
So Paul turns the sentence, keeping to his full sense 
of the word “know,” and affirms that the man who 
loves God is known of God ‘(cf. Gal. 4:9). Such 
people are the special objects of the divine knowledge. 
Knowledge here plainly means not merely intellectual 
apprehension. the word gathers to itself the idea 
of intimacy as in. John 17: 3. 


Verse 4.—Coucerning .therefore. The subject is 
now resumed. There are two ways of meeting the 
difficulty that was confronting these believers. One 
was to recognize that the idol was nothing and rep- 
resented nothing. This is the burden of a large part 
of the Old Testament teaching. “The idol is but a 
déctrine of vanities’ (Jer. 10:8, R. V. margin). 
The word so often translated “vanity” means, that 
which lacks reality: The thought suggested by it is 
exactly the same here. No idol is anything in the 
world. From this point. of view it. might be argued 
that for the man who knew that the idol and the deity 
it represented were alike nothing, it really did not 
matter what he did about these meats that had been 
offered in sacrifice. But on the other hand, there 
were .customs and rites connected with idol worship 
in Corinth, as there always are and always have been, 
participation in which would inevitably hinder -the 
work and imperil the loyalty of new disciples. The 
question could not be dealt with in the abstract.. It 
had a concrete and hideous meaning which continually 
confronted and menaced the Christians of Corinth. 


Hence it might truly be said there they who wor-: 
shiped idols really worshiped devils (10:20). That: 


there is demoniacal™ influence radiating from the very: 
idol itself few who have worked in heathen lands -will 
be prepared to deny. And this, whatever explanation 
they may give to it. There were many among the 
Corinthian believers who would be placed in grave 
moral peril by coming into contact again with idolatry 
in any form. To such a man it would be no help to 
remind him that the idol was nothing. He might 
reasonably say that for all practical purposes to him 
it was something and something very. terrible. 

Verse 5-—There are gods many. Even supposing 
that these beings called gods do exist, yet to us Chris- 
tians there is but one God. Paul does not argue the 
point here as to the probable identity between demons 


Devotional Rotting: Rom, 14 : 13-21. 
Primary Topic: Helping Others to Keep God’s Law. 
Lesson Material : 1 Cor. 8: 1-13. 
Memory Verse: We know that the law is good.—1 Tim. 
1: 8a. 
Junior Topic ; Helping Others to Keep God’s Law. 
Lesson Material; 1 Cor, 8: 1-13. 
Memory Verse: x Tim. 1: 8a. 


Intermediate and Senior Topic: Abstinence for the Sake of 


ers. 
Topic for Y: People and Adults: The Christian Standard — 
of Social nduct. 











The portion. of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
1 Cor. 831-13 


1 Now concerning things sacrificed to idols: We know that 
we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffeth up, but love 
1 edifieth. 2 If an; man thinketh that he knoweth anything, 


he knoweth net, yet ae he ought ts know; Abus, ifn 4 
leveth is iknowh ~» = 2 Sih FYE yw, 
ne oe ee a sae Ee 


therefore the“ ea’ N 
that no idol is’ aithing in” the “world, did that there is’ no 
God but one. 5 For though there be that are called gods, 
whether in heaven or on earth; as there are gods many, 
and lords many; 6 yet to us there is one God, the Father, 
of whom are all things, and we unto him; and one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and we through 
him. 7 Howbeit there is not in all men that knowledge: 
but some, being used until now to the idol, eat as of a 
thing sacrificed to an idol; and their conscience being 
weak is defiled. § But food will not ? commend us to God: 
neither, if we eat mot, 2 ara we the worse; nor, if we eat, 
*are we the better. 9 But take heed lest by any means 
this ‘liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to the 
weak. 10 For if a man see thee who hast’knowledge sitting 
at meat in an idol’s temple, will not his conscience, if he 
is weak, “be emboldened to eat things sacrificed to idols? 
11 For 7 through thy knowledge he that is weak perisheth, 
the brother for whose sake Christ died. 12 And thus, 
sinning against the brethren, and wounding their conscience 
when it is weak, ye sin against Christ. 13 Wherefore, if 
meat causeth my brother to stumble, I will eat no flesh 
for evermore, that I cause not my brother to stumble. 
1Gr., buildeth up. 2*Gr., presents. *Gr., do we lack. 
*Gr., do we abound. SOr, power. °Gr., be builded up. 
™Gr., in. 
Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American -Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








and some of. the heathen deities. He merely concedés 
it in his statement of the essential truth. 

Verse 7.—There is not in-all:men. Not all Chris- 
tians have -grasped the fact of the nothingness of ‘the 
idols and the. self-existence -of God. To -such :the 
idol is a real and dreadful: thing. --Thetr conscience 
being weak is defiled.: To disobey conscience is always 
wrong, evem though conscience: may not always - see 
aright. Paul speaks of a conscience. that is tender and 
scrupulous on this point as weak. » Probably this was 
by way of concessiom to those ‘who ‘in Corinth were 
clamoring for liberty to ‘do as ‘they liked. No. doubt 
it was very wrong and foolish of the weak brother 
to have a weak conscience: But it-does not. help: for 
the strong brother to work in that fashion. . His busi- 
ness is to ‘see that he is no hindrance to the weaker. 


Verse 8—Nor, if we éat, are we the better. No 





My Brother 
By Amos R. Wells 


Y BROTHER is feeble and worn and old, 

my brother’s sight is dim; my brother: is 
wandering out in the cold, and I will go after him. 
I know I could stay in my bright, warm room, with 
nothing to make or mar; I need not venture out in 
the gloom where the wolves and the thickets are. 
I know I am free to go or stay, but my brother is 
slave of sin; shall he wander: vithout on the perilous 
way, while I am safe within? I know-he is weak, 
while I am strong with a firm and a righteous will; 
I know he is ugly and wretchedly wrong, — but he 
is my brother still. I have food and drink in my 
warm, bright room, and I draw a freeman’s breath: 
shall my food and drink be my brother’s doom, and 
my liberty be his death? There. was One who once 
for my brother died, as he sought him out in the 
storm: shall I remain, in my easeful pride, where it 
is safe and warm? I am free to stay where it all is 
well, and no one can make me go; but my pleasant 
home will become my hell, if I use my freedom so. 











Christian is going to grow in grace by flouting ‘the 
conscience of his fellows. 

Verse 10—Who hast knowledge. This seems to 
imply that the weaker brother is aware ,of the other 
man’s knowledge and looks up to him as possessing 
it. The stronger brother has, however, failed to per- 
ceive that his knowledge carries with it added respon- 
sibility. 

Verse 12—Ye sin against Christ. Step by step 
the man who prided himself that he was superior 
to all foolish scruples has been led. along. All the 
time the argument has been in his favor. And now 
the astonishing conclusion is reached that. this splen- 
did liberty on which he has been priding himself is 
really’ ‘sin against Christ. - The superior Christian is 
strong’ in his logic but weak in his love. And love is 
more important than logic any day. 


Verse 13.—I will eat no flesh. Here emerges the 
great principle to which the Holy Ghost has been 
leading up all the time. None of tis liveth to himself. 
We have no right to be hindrances to the brethren. 
And personal liberty must always be subordinated to 
public good. 


A Lesson Outline 

1. Contrasted conditions — strength, weakness 

2. Contrasted attitudes —liberty, anxiety 

3. Contrasted dangers —lack of love, lack of trust 
Golden Topics 


The principle urged as shown in the foregoing notes 
is one of far-reaching import. For the Christian it 
must surely cover the whole vexed question of strong 
drink. Confronted by this passage ‘the Christian’s 
arguments for personal liberty are’ emasculated of all 
their force. The question is not, What may I be allowed 
to do without imperiling my own soul’s salvation? 
but, What must I beware of doing lest it imperil 
some one else’s? : teEr, eet 

But this goes beyond even-the matter. of total ab- 
stinence from strong drink. It covers the whole of 
a Christian’s life,-his business, his studies, his recrea- 
tions, and everything else. It I who am weak 'see 
you, my much -stronger and better brother, sitting in. 
the theater or picture palace or ballroom, may I not 
be. emboldened to enter such places also to my own 
utter undoing? You are so strong you can fearlessly“ 
go where I should be in dates 
your example, go, in and fall into sin, truly _the. sin 
is my own and I must bear its consequence: 
the Lord says that you, my stronger ‘and holier brother, 
also have a measure of responsibility. If you had 
not been there I should not have gone in and Christ 
would not have been grieved. ; 


The Practical Aim ! : : 
The total abstinence pledge as ore ‘step on the way: 
to recognition of personal responsibility. 


Final Word 


Not enjoyment, and not. sorrow, 
Ts our destined end or way; 

But to act that each tomorrow 
Find ‘us farther than today: 


Lives of great. men all remind us 

e.can make our lives sublime, 
And, departing, leave behind us 
‘Footprints on the ‘sands of time. 


Footprints that perhaps another, 
Sailing o’er life’s ‘solemn main,. 
A forlorn and re Asher brother, 
Seeing, shall heart again. ’ : 
—H. W. Longfellow: : 
Tunsrmce Wetts, Exc. ‘ 


% 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 
The. method of providing these questions is an unusual - 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 


The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Eflis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 


Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you *?:: 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem:;.. .- 


bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


ERE the Corinthians helped spiritually by sitting 
at meat in an idol temple? 


_ 2Is a present-day Christian benefitted personally by 
indulging in anything that would ‘hurt another? 

3. How did Paul express his relation to Christ and his 
obligation to the world in a way that bears out his teach- 
ing ‘in verses 11-13? 

4. What is the outstanding lesson taught by this week’s 
Scripture ? 


f.I, emboldened by ~ 
But here” 
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- Lesson for September 23 
x Corinthians 8 : 1-13 


5. Is it a lesson in: total abstinence? 

6. Why can we not make. the -application to total ab- 
stinence from alcoholic drinks? 

7. What is the climax of Paul’s argument in this 
matter ? 

8. How can conscience be set aright? 

law, called by the Lord Jesus the “sec- 

ong” pissin woh does all Paul's ibis of Christian 
love rest? 

_10. Where is this law first mentioned in the Bible, 
whence the Lord Jesus was quoting it? ‘ A 

11. What compulsion toward keeping this, law is 
stronger than that of obedience, with a true Christian ? 

12, What standard for all the processes of living 
prohibits intemperance by the law of _exclusion—a 
standard given by Paul in this very letter? 

13. What lies at the bottom of a great deal of con- 
troversy on technical matters? 

za Does the exercise of our influence affect others 
only : 
15. Why is legal prohibition a just law? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Governor Curtain.—Through thy knowledge he 
that is weak perisheth, the brother for whose sake 
Christ died (v. 11). When you visit the magnificently 
beautiful state capitol building at Harrisburg you will 
find in the noble white marble lobby the bronze statue 
of Andrew Curtain, the war Governor of Pennsyl- 
vania. About halfway or more toward Philadelphia 
from Coatesville stands a palatial home built by the 
maker of a celebrated brand of whisky.. One day 
the Governor was passing along the Main Line on 
the train with Joe Perdue, a Coatesville lawyer. 
“Whose lovely mansion is that?” cried the Governor. 
“Well, Judge, you ought~to know that place, for I 
shouldn’t wonder a bit but that you may have helped 
to build it,” replied Joe. “How is that?” inquired the 
Governor. “It is called Agincourt, which the boys 
have nicknamed by dividing it into syllables A-gin- 
court.” “Is that so!” exclaimed the Governor. He 
sat silent for several stations, and then came this: 
“Say, Joe, I have drunk whisky all my life, perhaps 
it would have been better for me if I had never 
tasted the stuff, but I thank God I never have put 


* the rum bottle to my brother’s lips.” Yea, the brother 


whose sake Christ died. Many a quiet, moderate 
drinker, I fancy, is going to be surprised in the next 
world’ te see how much damage his “take-a-drink-or- 
let-it-alone” treatment of the booze question has done. 
There is even now many a family where Dad could 
haye his cocktail for a starter and his port for a 
finisher at dinner, and that would be the end of it. 
Yet such a family has produced a son or a daughter, 
or both, where this dinner tipple was the beginning 
of it, and the sanitarium, the asylum, the jail, the 
gutter, has been the end of it. As I write this note 
I fiave just sent my cheék to a poorhouse to bury such 
a man and save his poor body from going to the medi- 
cal students. And some folks have a good word for 
the damnable stuff! _~ 


Personal Liberty.— Take heed lest by any means this 
liberty of yours become @ stumblingblock to the weak 
(v. 9). I have just been reading an article in Scrib- 
ners by Professor Brander Matthews on “The Right 
of an Author to Repeat. Himself.” ‘It seems all the 
big writers do it, and so I am in good company every 
now and then. The college professor has a new 
audience every fall, Professor Matthew explains. 
When a fellow has been writing a Corner for twenty- 
one years he has three new audiences anyway. So 
why not me too? Especially on temperance lessons. 
There is little new to say. Here is a good one from 
Professor Matthews: “For three decades I have told 
my class in American Literature that Emerson was 
the representative of the ideal and Franklin the rep- 
resentative of the practical,—always adding that 
when Emerson ‘told us to hitch our wagon to a star 
Franklin was ready to offer an improved axle grease.” 
By the way, it is in this same article the professor 
tells of Henry’ Ward Beecher’s cure for a sleeping 
auditor. “Fhe. usher is. instructed to go and wake 
up the preacher.” So it. is that when ‘we come to the 
temperance lesson we have nothing but “old stuff,” 
and’ folks go to ‘sleep!’ Now p’raps I have never told 
you this: Speaking .of “personal liberty,” that old 
bromide: of the wets, I°had the’ late Mr. Warren E. 
Stone, head of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engi- 
neers, to dinner with me. “Said he, “Ridgway, when 
you hear a ‘wet’ prating of personal liberty give him 
this:’ An engineer in taking his train from Philadel- 
phia to ‘Washington safely has to pick up over six 
hundred signals to insure the passenger train’s safety. 
How would Mr. Wet on board with his family like 
that engineer to exercise the personal liberty Mr. Wet 
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talks about? And carry in his tool box or on his hip 
the stuff that Mr. Wet stands for?” Simce Mr, Stone 
told me this there has been an-accident on the New 
York Division of the Pennsylvania Railroad,Company 
that resulted in a number of dead and injured because 
the engineer had failed to pick up a signal. The engi- 
neer, of course, was not affected by liquor in that case 
because no man can belong to the Brotherhood who 
touches liquor on duty or off. The Brotherhood was 
bone dry long before the country. 


The Solution.—Wherefore, if meat causeth my 
brother to stumble, I will eat no flesh for evermore 
(v. 13). Here is the standard by which to measure 
the quality of the Christian to find if he is all wool 
and a yard wide. If it is.a matter of a stein of.beer 
or a glass of wine, this rule of Paul’s will settle it. 
If it is a matter of the light fantastic, here it is taken 
care of. If it is a matter of cards, here is the answer. 
And so on for all the other “questionable” things 
which may not be wrong in themselves. There was 
nothing wrong about meat offered to idols so far as 
the meat was concerned, but real Christian charity 
would cut such meat out and get some other meat 
that had no question mark on it.. If we had some 
Hebrew friends — invited sat aa Ryn Bg ate | 
wolild hardly séryé, sdast pik, good Bs. Charles Lam 

mld have gas eheve roast, mig sutel¥is.. See his 
wpuld "hevs.is wet subject, . be Catholic 
friends for dinner, and the day happened to be Friday, 
our cook would show what she could do with things 
that were nct “meat.” All this care not because we 
do not think beef and pork and other meats are not 
all right at any and all times. The genuine Christian 
is generally well beloved because he is guided by this 
rule in life. He is honored by every one and is an 
honor to his religion. If a man cannot get along 
without his daily drink, God help him, for he is a 
goner. But if a man can get along without the drink, 
he should throw away the stuff for the other fellow’s 
sake. Said “Other Fellow’ may be a prospective or 
present Very-Near-the-Family. I have seen it happen 
with a daughter’s beau who afterward became a 
drunken son-in-law (see Job 4:8; Gal. 6:7). 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF DEpuUCTION.—The process of 
reasoning down from an accepted truth to its 
applications and implications. 











pana. od we arrive at a general principle by 
generalizing upon a single instance. This is some- 
times a hazardous thing to do, and yet it has been 
said by a noted writer that it is the highest genius 
to seize the general in the particular. If the instance 
under consideration is a typical instance Of its class, 
then the general truth derived from it is likely. to be 
valid.. Paul has apparently arrived at a generalization 
relating to his own conduct from a study of the mat- 
ter of eating meat offered to idols. Rather than cause 


the weak brother to stumble he will deny himself that . 


which to him would not be wrong —that, in fact, 
which he might claim the right to do. This might be 
thought of as an inductive procedure in the thinking 
of the apostle. The deductive application which seems 
to be suggested by the lesson subject, “The Christian 
Basis of Total Abstinence,” would be that for the 
sake of others who might be caused to stumble one 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. July 1.—The Early Life of Saul 
Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; Philippians 3 : 4-6; Acts 22:3, 27, 28 
2. July 8—Saul and Stephen ..... o++-Acts 7:54 to 8:3; 
22:3, 4, 19, 20; 26:4, 5, 9-11; Galatians 1:13, 14 
3. July 15.—The Conversion of Saul 
Acts 9: 1-194; 22: 6-16; 1 Corinthians 15:8 
4 July 22—Saui’s Early Ministry 
cts. 9: 19b-30; 11: 19-30; 12:25; Galatians 1 : 15-18 
§. July 2.—The First Foreign Missionaries ..Acts 13 : 1-52 
6..August 5.—Paul in a Pagan Country ..... Acts 14: 1-28 
7. August 12—The Council at Jerusalem 
\ Acts 15 : 1-35; Galatians 5: 1-15 
8 August 19.—Paul Carries the Gospel Into Europe ~ 
; Acts 15 : 36 to 16:15 
9. August 26.—Payl in a Roman Prison ...... Acts 16 : 16-40 
10. September 2—Paul in Thessalonica 
Acts 17: 1-15; Romans 15 : 18-20; 1 Thessalonians 5 : 12-23 
11. September 9.—Paul in Athens and Corinth ..Acts 17 : 16 
to 18:17; 1 Corinthians 2% 1-16; 1 Timothy 2: 3-7 
12, September 16.—Paul Writes to His Friends in Corinth 
1 Corinthians 1 to 4 
13. September 23.—The Christian Basis of Total 
Abstinence. (Temperance Lesson.) 1 Corinthians 8 : 1-13 
14. September 30.—Review: Paul the Missionary. 
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should taboo alcoholic liquors “as Paul -shunned_ the 
meat offered to idols, rail IT, 

The weak place in the application, however, is the 
assumption that to the one who denies himself the 
drink would be just as inoffensive as the idol meat 
would have been to Paul; and this we know is not 
the case. It is true that as Christians we should be 
vigilant of the influence we may be exerting upon 
those who are weaker, but in the matter of alcoholic 
drink is not the principle this: That we should 
abstain because all evil things should be let alone, 
rather than let alone because another may be injured? 
In short, if the thing is an evil in ‘itself, it will not 
only~injure the one who is influenced, but the one who 
exerts the influence, and for this reason total absti- 
nence is the only proper attitude toward it. What 
then shall we think about the validity of the lesson 
subject? What of the significance of the lesson itself? 

Huntinopon, Pa. 


ne 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one doflar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be en to illustrations on that portion 
of Bw ee text Fe in the lesson list after the 
word “ ‘s 


Iilustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
oely desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 


For the lesson of December 23, illustrations are 
desired on the-optional Christmas lesson, Luke 
2: 8-20, instead of on the lesson, “Paul’s Last 

Message.” 


When Egotists Meet.—Knowledge puffeth up (v. 
1). When two egotists meet it is a case of an I 


for an I1—From the Telegraph Forum. Sent by J. A. 
Raiser, Bucyrus, O : 


Wise Missionaries.—Take heed: lest by any means 
this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock to the 
weak (v. 9). Mr. Ressler, one of the first Mennonite 
missionaries to India, said that at first when they held 
their meetings they knelt down, beside the chairs when 
they prayed. The people said, “Oh, yes, I see you 
worship chairs. We have other gods.” As there was 
no principle involved, the missionaries, after that, 
prayed standing —From Record of .Christian Work. 
Sent by M. Taylor, Winnipeg, Can. 


Which Are We Fashioning?—Take heed lest by 


any means this liberty of yours become a stumbling- 
block to the weak. (v. 9). 


Isn't it funny that princes and kings, 
And clowns that caper in’sawdust rings, 
And common folks, like you and me, 

Are all builders for eternity? 

To each is given a bag of tools, 

A shapeless mass, and a book of rules; 
And each must fashion, ere life has flown 
A stumblingblock, or a stepping stone. 


—Source unknown. Sent by Minnie K. Hoffman, 
Chambersburg, Pa. 


An Abandoned Road.—Take heed lest by any 
means this liberty of yours become a stumblingblock 
to the weak (v. 9). There used to be a signpost over 
a road in the Rockies that read, “‘This road has been 
abandoned ; all who travel it do so at their own ‘peril.” 
The road of strong drink has been abandoned by this 
country, and yet there are some maddened souls who 
are doing their best to open up that rocky road to hell.” 
—From The Sunday School Times, Sent by Mrs. W. 
H. Sim, Holstein, Ont. 


A Minister’s Influence.—Through thy knowledge 
he that is weak perisheth, the brother for whose sake 
Christ died (v. 11). A true story is told of an Am- 
erican minister who publicly deprecated total abstin- 
ence. When he had finished his speech, a gentleman 
arose and told of a young man.who, after falling 
into the sin of drunkenness, had -reformed, but was 
tempted to partake of wine in the house of his much 
respected minister, from whom: he-thought could come 
no temptation to evil. After this. yielding he swiftly 
followed the road to ruin and never ‘rallied. “And,” 
the: speaker finished, “that young.man was: my son, 
and the mimister who persuaded him to drink. was 
the one who has just addressed us,”—-From The Chris- 
ton Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, 

ng. ‘ 


The Hebrew Way.—Let no man seek his own, but 
each his neighbor's good (Golden Text). In English, 
French, Italian, German, and Latin, the verb runs 
in this way, “I am, thou art,.he is.” But the old 
Hebrew people arranged their verbs the other way 
around: “He is, thou art, I am.” That is the way to 
look at life. Say to yourself, looking up to God, 
“He is”; then look at your neighbor and say, “You 


= 





524 


are’; last of all think of yourself .and 
say, “I am.” First God, then your 
neighbor, then yourself. That is the 


way to think and to live.-—From Youth’s 
Companion. Sent by Miss J. B. James, 
Toronto. 


Paderewski’s Ultimatum.—Let no man 
seek his own, but each his neighbor’s good 
(Golden Text). On one of Paderewski’s 
early tours of the United States, he 
played at San José, Californie, during 
Holy Week, which was a bad time for a 
concert. Two students at Leland Stan- 
ford University had arranged the affair, 
and had guaranteed a fee of $2,000 to 
the pianist. The box-office receipts were 
$1,600. In great mental anguish the 
students told Paderewski’s secretary 
that he must wait for part of the 
fee—they could turn over at, the 
time not more than $1,600; and the 
secretary passed the word along. The 
arrangement did not suit Paderewski at 
all. He directed that the two students 
should pay all their expenses from the 
fund on hand, including the rental of the 
hall, advertising, and so on; then deduct 
twenty per cent. of the gross receipts for 
themselves, and turn over the rest. On 
these terms Paderewski would call it 
quits. They were the only terms he 
would accept. One of those students was 
Herbert Hoover. And through his co- 
operation thousands of lives were saved 
in Poland.—From The World's Work. 
Sent by J. A. Valis, M.A.,. Orlova, 
Czechoslovakia. Prize illustration. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD the eighth chapter of First 
R Corinthians. We learned in our last 
week’s lesson that the new Christians in 
Corinth had to learn many lessons in 
Christian living, and that Paul’s letter 
was written to help them learn these 
lessons. When the Corinthians heard the 
Good News, and believed on the Lord 
Jesus, some of them knew right away 
that the idols they had been worshiping 
were not anything in the world, and 
could not do them any good or any harm. 
But there were other people who were 
not so sure about this. They did not 
worship idols any longer, but they still 
believed that the idols were real beings, 
and had some power. VEN 

There were many, many people in Cor- 
inth who still worshiped idols and_of- 


’ fered animals in sacrifice to them. They 


would pour out the blood to the idol, and 
then either eat the flesh in a feast or sell 
it in the market. Of course, the people 
who had learned of the true and living 
God, and had really turned to him, would 
not worship idols any more. But some 


of these people did not believe that it: 


made any difference with the meat, even 
though it had been offered to an idol. 
They knew that the idol was nothing but 
a piece of wood or stone or silver or 
gold. They would eat this meat, and 
see no harm in it. Some would even go 
to a heathen feast. But the people who 
had not learned that the idol is nothing 
believed that in eating the flesh of one 
of these sacrifices they were reaily hav- 
ing communion with the idol. So they 
thought it was very wrong to eat such 
meat. 

Paul was glad and thankful for every 
one who knew the true God, and had 
learned that idols are no gods. But per- 
haps even those who knew this, and were 
strong Christians, were not helped by 
eating in thése heathen feasts. But there 
was another thing Paul wanted them to 
think of. He was afraid that the Chris- 
tians who did not understand so well 
would see the stronger Christians eating 
in an idol temple, and would follow their 
example, and finally go back into idolatry- 
again. So he asked these stronger Chris- 
tians if they were willing, just for a 
mess of meat, to destroy a soul for whom 
Christ died. For himself, Paul said that 
he would rather never eat any meat at 
all than to make his brother sin. 


We must try to help the children get 
a real personal lesson in Christian living 
from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians. 


There are no idol temples, with their 
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tempting. feasts, in reach of our little 
folks today, but man’s great enemy has 
plenty of ways to cause little feet to 
stumble. Perhaps the children can men- 
tion some of the things that cause trou- 
ble — wine, whisky, dope, cigarettes, and 
the like. While the real appeal of the 
lesson is from the standpoiut of example, 
still we should try to show that total 
abstinence is the only safe rule for the 
individual, and it will have two results. 
First, it will-keep each little life safe and 
pure and strong. Second, it will help 
some one else along the way. 

Sing “Little Feet, Be Careful.” 

Curnton, S. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Paul’s old letter and my life. 





2. Paul’s old letter and our national life. 











ry 


AA ORE from that ‘old; oh: letter ot}? 


: Paul’s,” you may gay ‘to your 
girls. “More that most. intimately con- 
cerns each one of us, in America [or 
wherever we may live], in this most 
modern of times. If you have been read- 
ing daily, at home,.this past week, that 
prose poem of his on ‘Christian Love,’ 
you are in the right mood to think this 
very modern problem through, with Paul, 
in the light of Christian standards. 
“Frankly, the world laughs at these 
standards. Impossible ! Fanatical ! 
Foolish! Utopian! Utterly impractical ! 
These are the world’s comments on the 
Christian’s standard of total abstinence 
from alcoholic drinks, or any other in- 
dulgence that may or does run to ex- 
cesses, in our modern civilization. And, 
indeed, these are all true enough, when 
abstinence is attempted in human strength 
alone and for the proving of that strength 
to one’s own satisfaction. Whether it be 
complete abstinence from all forms of 
alcoholic drinks, or from too much 
candy, or from too little sleep —let any 
one of you girls try yourself out in the 
line of your worst indulgence, and you 
will soon feel ashamed before your own 
weakness ! 
_ “But Paul did not approach this ques- 
tion on the world’s basis, nor to help 





men establish their own strength, for 


their own sakes. Let us read his own 
words on this point, here in. chapter. 8, of 
his first letter to the Corinthian’ Chris- 
tians. [Read this in the Weymouth 
translation, if possible.] Do you catch 
the drift of his reasoning through the 
question that was of such vital concern 
to those Corinthians,—the eating of 
the meat that had first been offered 
to their idols, and then exposed for 
sale in their markets? Such a ques- 
tion no longer troubles us, in Christian 
civilizations, but we have another very 
similar question, the drinking of intoxi- 
cating liquors in disobedience to both the 
law of personal health and the law of 
national temperance. 

“Can you put your finger on Paul’s 
final argument in that old Corinthian 
question? Is it not in those words in 
verses 12 and 13? Laying aside the 
question of my own good or ill in such 
indulgence, there forever remains, for a 
Christian, the fact that in ‘wounding weak 
consciences’ we are ‘sinning against 
pore eo for the Seabed of us all 
cotipels a Christian -girl ‘to say, para- 
hedein ,Paul’s words to fe our problem, 
a what’ drink Catives: my, brother [or 

tiend] to fall, never again to the end 
ef my days will I touch any kind of 
alcoholic drink, for fear I should cause 
my brother [or friend] to fall.’ Such is 
the compulsion of the kind of love Paul 
wrote so beautifully of in this very letter 
— chapter 13 — and lived even more beau- 
tifully all his days. And there is no 
argument against such living.” 

2. The crisis in our national life just 
now hinges so largely upon this very 
question that your girls ought to face it, 
even though theirs is only an influence, 
not a voice in deciding the issue, In 
national as well as in personal life a 
Christian must seek not his own but each 
his neighbor’s good. 

Home Study 

Keep right on with your daily reading 
of 1 Corinthians 13, repeating from 
memory if possible. Add to this the 
daily reading of the eighth and ninth 
chapters, and then Jesus’ own words in 
Mark ‘12: 28-31, especially Jesus’ last 
comment in verse 31. 

Decatur, GA. 


A year's subscription to Christian 
Youth makes an inexpensive yet welcome 
birthday gift. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before -the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we do thank thee today that thou-art abund- 
antly .able to keep us. from stumbling. No 
pitfalls of thy making are'in any path which 
we take with thee,’ no hidden -snares; no 
stones of stumbling to trip us in the way. 
And when Satan has placed such obstacles to 
hinder us, thou dost so lovingly, and stead- 
ily- uphold us over and beyond the danger. 
Lord Jesus, we pray that thou wilt keep us 
from being a hindrance or a snare or a 
stumblingblock to others!: May no one fall 
by the. way because of anything we say or 
do. May we by word and act lead others 
only in thy way. We ask this most earnestly, 
in thy dear name. Amen. ~ 

After the Lesson.—Suppose you should 
find a loose board on the sidewalk with 
nails pointing up through it. What 
would you do about it? Of course! And 
suppose you should see some broken glass 
right on the driveway, or road, what 
would you do about that? Right! And 
suppose you saw a branch of a tree 
blown down by the wind right across the 
sidewalk, in the dark. What then? Yes, 
you'd clear it away. Of course. Now 
here’s another “suppose.” If you wanted 
to do something that you thotight you 
could get away with, and not be harmed, 
but which might harm some one else 
who would follow your example, — what 
would you do about it? Would you 
yourself then be a nail’ in a board, broken 
glass, a blown-down branch to trip 
some one? Thousands of fellows who 
thought they could stop when they 
pleased began to drink liquor, and s' 
some one else on the same road. Stumb- 
lingblocks! Trippers-up of some one 
else! Let us make sure that no one who 
follows our example finds in any one of 
us a stumblingblock! Let us pray. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Grace and Glory.” 

“Deeper and Deeper.” 

“O Brothers, Lift Your Voices.” - 

“If You Want to be Happy, Take Jesus.” 
“Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus.” 

“He Will Hold Me Fast.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical-psalm book set to 
music, including “also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“Praise His Name” (140:1, 2, 4). 
, F salm 66 : 16-20, 
“In His Service” (309:1, 3). Psalm 149 : 1-9. 
“God Loveth the Righteous” (224:1, 2, 4). 
Psalm 112: 1-7. 
ye: 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Letters and eggs. 
Discussion: Lead the fellows into a 
Unanimous verdict as to how to preserve 
the entente le without surrendering 
- a principle, through love and unselfish- 
ness. 
“Objective: Giving the Big Objective 
the right of way. 


AY, fellows, I know a young couple 
just married. They both came from 
pious families, who were careful of the 
Lord’s Day to keep it holy. 
young man’s family the gathering of 
eggs on Sunday had always been re- 
garded as one of the things that should 
not be done. The eggs were allowed to 
remain in the nests until Monday. But 
the family thought it no harm to write 





letters to friends or kinfolks (of course 
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Lesson for September 23 
1 Corinthians 8 : 1-13 


not business letters!) on Sunday. It was 
a quiet occupation in one’s own room 
alone, or in a corner; certainly not worse 
than social conversation, sitting around 
the family circle. 

In the bride’s family the situation was 
just the reverse. They considered letter 
writing of any kind a secular occupation 
and consistently avoided it on Sunday. 
But they gathered the eggs with utmost 
freedom. It was to them just like milk- 
ing the cows. 

It_ is a common thing for opposing 
family traditions or practices to come to 
grips in a new marriage. The clash is 
sharp enough sometimes to upset the 
peace right away.. But it should not be so, 
and would not be so, if there is true 
love and unselfishness on the part ‘of 
both parties. 

Such was the case with this young 
couple, for at once the man cut out the 
writing of letters on Sunday and the 
bride refrained from gathering eggs on 
that day. Each had respect for the con- 
scientious scruples of the. other. No 
practical injury was suffered: the let- 


_ ters could wait and the cee s did not spoil. 


Also there were a lot of er fine things, 





(ittte yet Jetts Teach the Lesson 


(. By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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upon which they both agreed, that could 
be done together. 

Now, fellows, perhaps you may think 
both families” were unnecessarily partic- 
ular about a matter of little importance. 
We won't argue the merits of that; but 
it is a matter of tremendous importance 
to have respect for the conscientious 
scruples of others and to avoid offend- 
ing them unnecessarily. Of course you 
must stand firm for the principle as you 
see it; but there are many situations 
where “the letters can wait and the eggs 
won't spoil.” 

Paul is giving to the Corinthians the 
only true basis of Christian practice. It 
is triangular. (1) Love for Christ. (2) 
Love for each other. (3) With unsel- 
fishness. That is just_ another way of 

saying, (1) Putting Christ first, (2) 
Putting each other next. (3) Putting 
self last. We.are not dealing so much 
with this custom or that; we are trying 
to find a right and a wise line of action 
for ourselves. Paul is helping us tre- 
méndously as he suggests a rule to the 
Corinthians. 

I_think we may. sum it up. about this 
ie flows 3 Tf, :L: want to; ce uaure 3s a 
ce) ertain. course. actio y. 
soni disputed Course), let H oa frst: 
Is it Right? Is it what Christ would 
approve? Next, Is it necessary? There 
are some things good, in themsetves, at 
the same time not absolutely necessary. 
And, third, Will it be helpful or harm- 
ful to others? 

It is on this third point that Paul is 


| laying the emphasis, and it is more im- |. 
portant than we at first realize. Influ- 


ence is a tremendous factor in shaping 
character. Each one of us has some in- 
fluence and its exercise for good gives a 
satisfaction that only eternity can fully 
measure. When I was a boy I saw a 
grown-up man deliberately throw a piece 
of bread into the fire. It shocked me. 
I had been taught that to throw bread 
in the fire was a sin. I suppose I will 
never get over the impression. I lost 
my respect for the gentleman right there, 
although he was a frequent guest in 
my home. He could never have taught 
me anything worthy after throwing the 
bread in the fire. He had laid his ax at 
one of my ingrained scruples. We want 
to watch our step, fellows, if we would 
preserve that very valuable asset — our 
influence. Paul’s great power with his 
Gentile converts and friends all over 
Asia Minor and in Europe lay largely 
in his carefulness in this matter. He 
was building for Christ. It was a task 
so wonderful in its vast possibilities that 
he could not afford even to exercise his 
rights and his privileges under some 
circumstances. “If meat makes my 
brother to offend, henceforth I will eat 
no more meat,” he said; and he prac- 
ticed that course consistently. 

And, as it so often happens, I doubt not 
that the leaving off of meat on occasions 
was no loss to his health, but indeed a 
positive benefit. 

So after all, fellows, there is never 
any need for a fellow to violate either 
his own conscience or his neighbor’s. 
There is always a right way. God is 
always ready to show that way when we 
unselfishly seek it. And that right way 
points straight toward the big objective, 
which is building the kingdom of God 
“according to the Plan.” 


GREENSBORO, N. C, 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of September 16) 


‘See chapter 5, verse 9. 

2.  Wiiogt certainly he was in Ephesus, 
whence he had gone on his third missionary 
journey, some tine after his first long stay 
mn Corin 


st The Wetted was written in answer to a 
letter they had written to Paul, and to 
give them some other. needed lessons in 
Christian living. 

4. First, that love is the fulfilling of the 
law of Christian living, coming to its climax 
in the thirteenth chapter; second,.that the 
resurrection of Christ is the foundation of 
our faith, that if Christ be not risen (in 
the flesh) “we are of all men most ‘miser- 
able,” through believing in a myth. 

5. It had been just about a quarter of 
a century since Christ had conquered death 





through his own physical resurrection. Paul 
says there were hundreds still living who 
had actually seen rist, after that event, 
when he wrote. His letter could never have 
lived to come down to us, had it been 
founded on an error which hundreds could 
have proved to be such at the very time of 
its writing. 


6. The immoralities of heathenism, exist- 
ing not in disobedience to Greek standards, 
but actually furthered by Greek “worship,” 
especially in Corinth where was the largest 
temple to Venus, still befouled the social 
life of, these: newly established Christians. 
They are of the “unspeakable” kind. 

7. See Acts 18:17 

8. See Romans. 16: 23. 

9g. See 1 Corinthians 16: 15 

10. Personal. 


11. They all are—some in one place, 
some in another; even those sections that 
speak of such immoralities as churches 
in America know nothing of must be needed 
in lands where the Christians are sur- 
rounded by just such gross sins, while Paul’ s 
teachings on Christian love and giving, 
Christian’ co-operation in service, and: the 
resurrection of Christ, are universally 
needed, now as then. 


i2. Dr. Snowden says: “It is not psy- 
chot ty~ possible that -any two minds 
sho aeéthe same identical idea, for they 
see it from different angies, and each one 
through its own knowledge and experience, 
and these differences will enter into the 
fabric of the idea itself.” 


13. In God’s economy it is Scitiielate, for 
it not only promotes the zest and quicken- 
ing of friendly rivalry, but it furnishes a 
fertile field for grace. 


14. Yes, even with the best intentions, 
where humanity is frail and human processes 
are imperfect neither side ef any division 
can be errorless. 


15. Only -by exalting Jesus Christ to the 


first place, and the entire surrender of our 
own wills to him. > 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





September 30. Goals for Our Society. Gal. 


5 : 22-26; 6: 10. 

October 7. eee Together With God. 
1 Cor. 3: 1-9. (Consecration meeting.) 
October 14. The Christian’s Duty as a Voter. 

‘* Matt. 22: 15-22. 
October 21. How Does Law Increase Free- 
dom? Rom. 13: 1-8 


Sunday, September 23 


How Missionary Interest Broadens Our 
Knowledge (Acts 14: 19-28). 
(Missionary meeting) 





Mon.—Learning to know foreigners (Luke 


4 : 2-27 r 

ee a sympathies (Jonah 
4:1-11 

Wed.—Knowledge of other lands (Acts 
28 : 1-10). 

Thurs.—Broadening brotherhood (Gal. 3: 


26-29). 

Fri—Knowledge of Customs (Mark 7: 
I-13). 

Sat.—Broadening vision (John 3 : 16). 











How does missionary interest teach us 


geography 7 


How do missions lead to the study of other 
people’s lives? 


A BIG drive was being made, during 
the World War, along the British 
front. The enemy was in retreat and the 
huge tanks were following up the foe, 
when one of ‘the tanks ‘stopped dead. It 
was not disabled, there were no casual- 
ties among the crew and there was plenty 
of ammunition. Finally an officer came 
up and, with forcible language, demanded 
why the huge beast should halt when 
the job was yet far from finished. “The 
trouble is, sir,” said one of the crew, “we 
have got to the edge of our map.’ 


we 

Is there any danger that Christians 
may have too small a map for the mis- 
sionary work that God would have ac- 
complished in this generation? Just how 
many mission stations can you intelli- 
gently pray for, witha definite knowledge 
as to their needs? How many of these 
could :you locate on a blank map if you 
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were asked to insert them? The old 
story about. the missionary society that 
sent red flannels to the heathen in Africa 
is not so overdrawn as we sometimes 
think it is. How can we expect to have 
very much interest in the foreign field 
if we take so little time and trouble to 
find out anything about the work, the 
workers ‘or the people to whom they are 
ministering. Could we but realize for a 
moment what it means to the foreign 
missionary to know that the folks at 
home are following the work with in- 
terest, are praying, are giving intelli- 
gently as the need makes itself felt, it 
— shame most of us that we do so 
ittle, 

But there is a greater challenge than 
even the life and sacrifice of the foreign 
missionary. It is the challenge of our 
Lord and Master who has given us not 
merely one tribe or nation or country 
but the whole world for our missionary 
field. When we compare the whole 
world with the little limited area of our 
missionary interest and knowledge we 
have little room for boasting. 


we 

As with anything we do for the Lord 
Jesus Christ, a lively missionary interest 
and knowledge has a double compensa- 
tion. Not only are we obeying our 
Lord and Master but with it we are 
acquiring a remarkable knowledge of 
people and places that is in itself worth 
while. We cannot faithfully study mis- 
sions and not know geography better. 
The most faithful pictures of the life 
ef those in other lands come to us gen- 
erally from the missionaries, who live 
with them day in and day out and get 
to know the people better than any 


,traveler or observer possibly can. The 


faithful study of missions helps us to see 
how much we have to be thankful for, 
and so it should contribute to a spirit of 
gratitude to our heavenly Father for all 
that he had done for us, and a greater 
contentment in the place where he has 


put us. 

But beyond all this, the faithful study 
of missions should create in our hearts 
a burning desire to help those who sit in 
darkness, without Christ and without 
hope. Unless it does this, it will fall 
pitifully short of the real purpose and 
“broadening” effect that , missionary 
knowledge should have. Greater is our 
condemnation if we know the need and 
the awful conditions in lands that are 
without Christ and do not do all that we 
can to see that the Gospel is taken to 
them. ws 


But how can we broaden our knowl- 
edge and vision and stimulate our in- 
terest? There are many books, whose 
pages. are fascinating reading, that will 
bring us true pictures of the condition 
in mission lands. Among them are the 
following: 


“Progress of World Wide Missions,” by 
Robert H. Glover (Geo. H. Doran Co., 244 
Madison Avenue, New York, $2.50, net). 

“Green Gods,” by Westervelt (Christian 
Alliance Publishing Co., 260 West Forty- 
fourth Street, New York, $1.50). 

“Hero Tales from Mission Lands,” by 
a Shephard (Geo. H. Doran Co., $1.75, 
net). 

“From Every Tribe and Nation,” by 
Brain (Fleming H. Revell Co., 158 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, $1.50). 

“The White_Queen of Okoyong,” by Liv- 
ingstone (Geo. H. Doran Co., $1.50, net). 

“Mary Slessor of Calabar,” by Living- 
stone (Geo. H. Doran Co., $1.50, net). 

“Book of Missionary Heroes,” by Mat- 
thews (Geo. H. Doran Co., $1.50, net). 

“Story of John G. Paton,” by Paton 
(Geo. H. Doran Co., $1.50, net). 

“The Alaskan Pathfinder,” by Faris 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., $1.50). 

“Livingtone the Pathfinder,” by Mat- 
thews (Missionary Education Movement, 
150 Fifth Avenue, New York, $1). 

“Sarangie,” by Swinehart (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., $1.25). 

“Ecuador, a Story of Missionary Achieve- 
ments,” by Jordan (Christian Alliance Pub- 
lishing Co., New York, $1.65). ’ 


In addition, your denominational board | 
can give you a list of books and the 
names of a number of missionary peri-, 
Odicals that will bring valuable - help 
along this line. 

One of the finest helps to a definite 
prayer interest in mission lands has been 
designed by the Rev. J. H. Smeeton. He 
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calls it “Once a Week,” and it contains 


maps of the continents and opposite each. 


map a blank page where you may write 
down the names of any stations in which 
you are particularly interested, the names 
of individuals at that station, and an 
special prayer need that you may wis 
to remember, A new Continent is pre- 
sented each day, and it is remarkable how 
many stations and individuals one can 
in mated pray for by using this simple 
elp. 

Why not suggest it to the individual 
members of your society that they pre- 
pare such a booklet, or perhaps you could 
use it in the society’s weekly prayer- 
meeting, in which event it could be de- 
signed to cover a month or two months 
cycle. se 


How deep is my personal interest in mis- 
sions ? 


Am I interested enough to go, if God 
should call me? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Srothivis: N.Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. 





Literature on request, 


Pray for This Work-of Faith: 











SOUTH AFRICA 
GENERAL MISSION 


23 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


It has been wisely said that ‘‘we should 
ask God and tell His people.’ Having 110 
white and 275 native workers, we are at- 
tempting to evangelize che great territory 
including Southern Angola, Nyasaland, 
Rhodesia, Zululand, Swaziland, Pondo- 
Tembu2Bomvanaland, and Cape Colony, 
but ‘‘much hand waits to be possessed.”’ 
This Mission is often called the Andrew 
Murray Mission, after our beloved First 
President. Information will be gladly fur- 
nished on application to the office at the 
above address. 
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Children at Home 








Buster, Boaster 
By Maud Wilcox Niedermeyer 


USTER BEAR was the biggest, fat- 

test cub of Mamma Bear’s four 
babies. It wasn’t long vefore Buster re- 
alized this, and he began to bustle and 
bristle and brag and boast to his sisters 
and _ brothers, 

“Pooh!” he would exclaim. “Before 
I'd be such a little runt! My goodness, 
you fellows must be afraid of your own 
shadows. Now, I’m not afraid of any- 


thing.” 

“Really!” said Betty Bear, and she 
felt very proud of Buster. 

“Yes, really! Just you name some- 
thing, and I’ll tell you whether I’m afraid 
of it or not,” boasted Buster. 

“How ‘bout Peter Rabbit? 
run awful quick,” said Betty: 

“Shucks! ‘You dort thithk I'd be 
afraid of a little thing like w rabbit! 
Nor Reddy Fox, sither.- "Why, they're 
nothing.” 

Betty Bear was deeply impressed. It 
was wonderful to have a brother so fine 
and brave. She thought hard for a min- 
ute. 

“How ’bout lions and tigers and ele- 
phants ’nd—mercy! - It imakes me 
shivery just to talk about them.” 

“Well, it doesn’t me. You're just 
a girl bear, but I’m a big, brave, fight- 
ing Buster Bear.” 

“Q-0-0-0-00!” breathed Betty, more 
impressed than ever. “How ’bout the 
Pdense, dark forest when it’s gloomy?” 

“Love it!” declared Buster.. “I'd love 
to go right through the thickest forest 
in the world right now. Come on, I'll 
show you.” 

Betty huddled down on the ground, 
“Dear me, are you sure you can protect 
me if we get into danger?” she asked, 
frightened at the prospect. 

“Of course!” asserted Buster. “Didn't 
I tell you I wasn’t afraid of anything ?” 

So Buster Bear and his sister Betty 
started off for the forest. It was a nice, 
cool walk and really lots of fun, because 
all the woodland people scooted right and 
left the minute they approached. So all 
paths were left clear for them. 

“I like it here,” said Betty. “Ummmm|! 
What is it that I smell?” 

“Ugh!” grunted Buster. “Are you just 
smelling it now? I smelled it some time 
ago, and it’s sweet, very sweet.” 

“Yes, so it is,” agreed Betty. “It gets 
sweeter at every step. Buster, I do be- 


lieve it’s honey.” 
If we find it before 


Peter can 


“Of course it is. 
anyone else does, what a feast we shall 
have l” 

“But, Buster, how can we get the 
honey? Isn’t it guarded by bees?” asked 
Betty, anxiously, 

“A bee! You don’t think I’d be afraid 
of a little old bee, do you? Didn't I 
tell you I wasn’t afraid of anything, 
lions or tigers even! Say, we're awful 
close to the sweet smell. Where do you 
think it is; Betty?” 

“I —I don’t think it’s safe around here, 
Bus,” said Betty, anxiously. “Look out! 
I just saw a bee fly out of that rotten 
tree stump. I'm. going home.” And 
Betty turned and started in the opposite 
direction. 

“*Fraid cat, ’fraid cat!” shouted Bus- 
ter after her. “’Fraid of a tiny bee. 
Jinks, I wouldn’t care if a whole army of 
bees —” - And with that Buster flopped 
the rotten tree stump over with his paw. 
And goodness gracious me, how he 
wished he hadn’t! 

A swarm of bees, angry at being dis- 
turbed, flew up at him. Sting, sting, sting, 
like needles, here, there, everywhere! 

With a howl of rage and pain Buster 
turned in his tracks and fled toward home. 
But no matter how fast he ran, the bees 
flew faster. They got all tangled up in 
the fur on his back. -They stung his 


eyes and his nose, and when he opened his 
mouth to howl louder, one flew inside and 
stung his tongue. 





Poor Buster ! He didn’t even feel very 





proud or boastful then, He felt all 
lumpy and humpy, as though he had been 
pricked with a thousand needles. Finally, 
the bees deserted him, and he crept back 
to Mamma Bear. 

It was a good thing that Betty got 
there first, because Buster couldn’t say 
a word on account of the bee sting on 
his ‘tongue. 

Mamma Bear did him up in antiphlo- 
gistine and bandages from her Red Cross 
kit. After a while, when the hurts were 
better, he limped outside to Betty Bear 
and sat down beside her, resting his band- 
aged head on one paw. . 

“Sis,” he said, weakly, for his tongue 
still wasn’t’ working right, “I know now 
that there are some things it is best to 
be a tiny bit afraid of, so you will avoid 
them. And I guess I won’t do any more 
boasting.” 

Perto Ampoy, N. J. 


, 


Girls’ Problems of Today 
v» Discussed by Mother Ruth, 
Mocuseed Dy; Methes Tam, 


ee AY 5 i 


brie hes is,j for, \answef, dnd 
munications, may be AM ‘ fo 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 323-327 
North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. No 
n@mes or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; 
and if questions are too for an 
answer in these columns, Mother Ruth 
will be glad to reply individually if pos- 
sible, if return postage is enclosed. 








com- 
other 


Dear Mother Ruth: I wish you would give 
me a word of comfort, as you have so many 
times to your readers, who have sought ad- 
vice from you. I work every working day, 
and hard work, too, but I do not seem to get 
anywhere, in fact I don’t seem to amount to 
much, just as a working girl. I long to be 
of some-use, to have something to live for. 
It seems to me, a mother is the most useful 
person in the world, but that blessing has 
never come my way. Dear Mother Ruth, 
will you give me some advice what to do? 
—W. A. M. 

Y DEAR GIRL: You have my full 

sympathy, in your present experience, 
and I want to help you see how rich you 
are. Are you thanking God for the 
strength to work? Do you know that 
one of the greatest blessings God has 
given his people and all peoples, is the 
blessing of work? Have you ever visited 
a home for incurables, where the patients 
are unable even to help themselves? I 
go some times, and I cannot be thankful 
enough when I come away from there, 
for the privilege of doing and working. 
Have you ever had a friend who was 
blind, or have you visited a blind insti- 
tution? Go the first chance you get and 
see if you will not get down on your 
knees, and thank God for the privilege 
and freedom of working. Sometimes I 
fear we have .a perverted idea of service, 
of working for God, and we feel unless 
we are in some church work, or 
some welfare work, we are not work- 
ing for him, and are. not amount- 
ing to anything for him. Where- 
ever he places us is the place of service 
for him, and we can show forth his 
light. He will not make any mistake 
in placing us just where we can serve 
him best, if we let him direct our lives; 
but if we choose, we are so human, and 
we make such serious mistakes, that we 
cannot be happy. Oh, the lives that are 
blundering along accomplishing nothing 
for themselves nor for others! They are 
just existing,-when they might be so full 
of radiant happiness and beauty, just by 
letting the Lord have the right of way 
in their lives. : : 

Now, my dear, do not despise work, but 
glorify the work with the sunshine of 
your very soul, because it is lighted with 
the love of the Lord Jesus, and let it 
shine out so that everything about you 
will be glorified with the light that eman- 
ates from within you. No work that 
God gives you to do is drudgery, but 
there is a purpose in it all. Of course, I 
mean if God has the directing of your 
life. If he hasn’t, “About face!” and 
hand all over to him, and let him know 
that you will follow him wherever he 
directs; whether the work is hard or 
whether it is easy, God shall have the 
privilege of choosing and directing. Then 
come what may, no burden will be harder 





Fe ina rent I oneal ABE a om a pat . 


SEPTEMBER 8, 1928 


Christian 
Youth 


Lesson Help 


Sunday-schools are subscrib- 
ing to the new weekly period- 
ical in packages of 40, 50, 80, 
and 100 copies. They have 
seen specimen copies of the 
paper,and they feel it is just 
the right kind to put into the 
hands of their scholars. 


As a lesson~help it has a 
definite plan. The purpose of 
CHRISTIAN YO is not 
to give the lesson in advance. 
as the Sunday-school teacher 
would present it. On the con- 
trary, it is designed to prepare 
for the teaching of the lesson 
by suggesting to the boy and 
girl how they may study the 
lesson. Its helps are simple 
and -highly practical, and in 
the hands and homes of your 
boys and girls, they should 
efficiently supplement your 
work as teacher. “ Since 
Week” links up each Ilesson- 
with the precetne one, and 
throws light upon portions of 
the Word not covered by the 
lesson series; “ What to Look 
Up” tells -lhow to prepare 
the current week’s lesson ; the 
heart of the lesson is set forth 
in “The Lesson Within the 
Lesson.” ‘maha 3 map — 
opportunity for “ Locating the 
Lesson,” and a series of ques- 
tions, “ CanYou Answer ?” are 
worded in such.a way as to 
rouse curiosity and interest. 
Space is given for written 
answers under these questions, 
so that any teacher may have 
the boys and girls clip them 
and bring the answers the fol- 
lowing Sunday. 


The subscription rates are 75 
cents a year; or 52 cents, each 
subscription, in a package of 
five or more to one address. 

Special Get Acquainted Sub- 
scription— 

Ten weeks for ten cents. 
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Pil be glad to try the new periodical, 
—*“CHRISTIAN YOUTH.” 





Gentlemen :— 


Please enter my name for.........trial 
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Lesson for September 23 
1 Corinthians 8 : 1-13 


than you can bear with him, as your 
companion and helper. It is the walking 
with him that makes the pathway glow, 
and if he walks beside you, you can sing 
as you work, and you can let those about 
you see your face shine, because you are 
fed from within. When did Stephen's 
face shine? When he was being mar- 
tyred, and in his suffering, he looked up to 
Heaven, and the gadiance from ‘above 
was unspeakable. My dear girl, get up 
close to the heart of your Saviour and 
learn to know his warm heart of love 
for you, and let it glow in your life, re- 
membering that you are “yoked with 
him,” and. that you are never far from 
him. “For we are labourers together 
with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye 
are God’s building” (1 Cor. 3:9). Let 
us be sure we are found faithful in 
service, and then when God wants us to 


change our place of work. But, my dear, 
let us be found faithful where we are. 





move on to some other service, he will | 
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Nuggets for Your - 
Temperance Teaching 


Compiled by Cora Frances Stoddard 


Executive Secretary of the 
Scientific Temperance Federation 




















Learning to Drive an Auto Means 
Learning These Facts.—“If one were 
to set out deliberately to, impair the ac- 
tion of that part of the mind that is most 
needed in safe auto-driving, he could 
hardly find anything better suited to his 
purpose than alcohol.” — Prof. W. Sal- 
mon, of Columbia University. 

“A motorist in modern traffic must 
have all his wits about him,” said a 
London Police Surgeon to a reporter for 
The London Evening News. Alcohol, 
he explained, slows thinking and weakens 
attention to signals. It causes a false 








will require several pack 
30 Days Credit. 


Earn®25.00 to $50.00. 


Sell Embossed fivitialt Tea: Napkins: ° 
Everyone wants them. 
25 Napkins packed in glassine package, 25c. 


Every napkin has the initial embossed in Old English on the 
finest crepe paper obtainable which makes them useful on all 
_ occasions. Now it is possible to entertain in good taste without 
excessive cost. Buy a package today and “keep the laundry man away.” Every home 

and will repeat in a month or two. Kindly fill in the bottom “ 
line the quantity of each initial you desire. Cost 13c—Sells for 25c. g 


CLIP OR COPY AND MAIL NOW 


ample box—25c. 





THE CHURCH SUPPLY COMPANY, Inc., BLOSSBURG, PA. 
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to cover. 


of people | 
money during the past few 


-andli 
or as much as $100,- 
000, which you would 
like to give for the 
spread of the Gospel, 
but from which you 
need the income while 
you live, we invite you 

‘to send for this book 
today. 








It takes only 7 minutes to read it from cover 


That little 7 minutes has saved thousands 
from worry, inconvenience, and loss of 


If you are interested in receiving a regular, safe, 
oe income for life, and have as little as $100 


Gentlemen: 


7 § part your booklet No. M-16, entitled, 
“ il 


Zz 
> 
= 
- 


> 
o 
=] 
b-] 
yd 
3 
. 


years. 


THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


Please send me without obligation on 


bles and Bonds.” 











feeling of animation, a false estimate of 
time, a disregard of the rights and com- 
forts of pedestrians and other motorists. 
Complete safety lies only in total ab- 
stinence. “No motorist should ever 
touch a drink,” 


Checking Prison Population’ at Its 
Source.—A new basis for fixing our 
immigration quotas has been proposed. 
It is to give. the largest quotas to the 
nations that furnish us with the fewest 
criminals, the smallest quota to the na- 
tions that have the largest representa- 
tion in our prison population. “If such 
an immigration law were worked out,” 
says The Union Signal (June 9, 1928), 
“and if to it were added a strict depor- 


tation law to apply to aliens who per- 


sist in breaking our laws and swelling 
the criminal ranks, our crime problems 
might be materially lessened.” 


Hotels in Boston Encourage Law Ob- 
servance.—A notice.on hotel tables’ in 
Boston is reported to read as follows: 

“The prohibition law forbids fur- 
nishing ,pecessories with kncewledge that 
the samp ape; for use in the consumption 


of -intoxigaying ‘liquor. Any violation of 


the law may subject you as well as our- 
selves to. severe penalties. In order to 
avoid embarrassing situations, we shall 
appreciate your co-operation in a strict 
observation of the law.” 


A British University Magazine Bars 
Liquor Advertisements.—Because the 
under-graduates of the Liverpool Univer- 
sity Guild were putting on a parade for 
the benefit of the local hospitals, and be- 
cause they recognized that hospitals were 
largely engaged in repairing the damage 
done by the liquor traffic, they came to 
the conclusion that it was out of keeping 
with their aims to publish liquor adver- 
tisements in their magazine. The ques- 
tion was brought up at a meeting of their 
Guild Council and, according to The 
Alliance -News (June, 1928), it was 
voted that no advertisement of alcoholic 
liquors would thereafter be accepted for 
their magazine, The Sphinx, or The 
Students’ Handbook, or other Guild pub- 
lications, 


Died of Alcoholism but Was Never 
Drunk.—“There are probably thousands 
of men in Glasgow today who would be 
extremely angry if they were told that 
they were victims of alcoholism,” says 
The Glasgow Evening Citizen (May 31, 
1928), “yet they are more thoroughly 
poisoned by their daily two or three 
whisky-sodas than the man who gets 
thoroughly drunk every week.” 

One instance of such poisoning is given 
in the case of a police sergeant who died 
of alcvholism at the early age of 42, al- 
though he was never known to have been 
drunk, took water only with his meals, 
and restricted his consumption of alcohol 
to a modest glass or two. And yet he 
died of delirium tremens, 


They Will Use Grain for Bread In- 
stead of for Beer.—A former distiller 
of Brooklyn, N. Y., told The Brooklyn 
Eagle that he believed Germany would 
come to see the desirability of using 
grain for bread instead of for beer. His 
frequent trips to Germany during his 57 
years of residence in this country, he 
said, had given him opportunity to study 
the signs of the times. Germany is now 
getting forty per cent of her food from 
other countries. As the people come to 
see the good effects of the savings bank 
deposits in this country they will want 
to follow our example. They will come 
to the conclusion that they cannot afford 
to use their food materials for beer. 


What Kind of Men Does the Lodging 
House Shelter?—A survey of the New 
York City lodging houses was made re- 
cently by the State Department of Public 
Charities .to find out what kind of men 
were seeking the shelter of those insti- 
tutions. A total of 738 men were ques- 
tioned during a three-nights’ survey. It 
was found that eighty-one per cent of the 
men admitted to the lodging houses in a 
single month had alcoholic histories. This 
was the contributing if not the direct 
cause of their unemployment and lack 
of funds. They were out of work be- 
cause when the need of workers slackens, 
it is the men with alcoholic histories who 
are first discharged. 
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CHURCH ORGANS 


HOOK & HASTINGS COMPANY 
BOSTON, MASS. 


announce the completion of 


ONE HUNDRED YEARS 
ot uninterrupted organ building in America 


Branch Offices 
New York — Philadelphia — Asheville 
































| is Fifteen beautiful varieties—all 

labeled. Also 1—50 cent Red Iris. 
~ome Also 4—50 cent plants of my 
favorite of all itises—20 in all. About $7.50 worth. 
Parcel Post. Prepaid for only $1.50. A Million 
plantsis the reason for these very, very cheap 
prices. Full instructions how to plant and grow 
iris —also list of 6 other unusual collections in 
every box. This is ideal time to plant iris. One 
exquisite Lavender Iris free for prompt orders, 


Otwell Iris Fields » » Carlinville, Illinois 





What Great Bible Stories 


Do These Pic- 
tures Represent 


You should answer without hesitation, 
these and many other Bible questions. 
Mail thecoupon. We will send you free 
aninteresting Bible 
Test totest your 
knowledge. Also free 
our big Bulletin telling 
how Moody Bible In- 
stitute Home Study 
Courses have helped 
38,000 menand women 
through directed sys- 
feat rudy of the 
Die. now for = . 
Bible T: i A 
No alleen eae 1arey re 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
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Dept. 4506, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Il. 
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Christmas Tree. No.7 








DESIGNS SEALS 
2. Bubbles Soap Bubbles 
3. Corn and Pumpkins Pumpkins 
4- Little Red Hen paby Chicks 
Mother Duck Ducklings 
. ThanksgivingTurkey Turkeys 
. Christmas Tree Candies 
8 Old Womanin the Shoe Boys and Girls 
9g. Mother Cat Kittens 
to. Apple ‘Tree Apples , 
tz. Cows Calves ‘ 
ta. Rabbit Bunny Rabbits 
13. Collie Dog Collie Pups 
14. Bechive Bees 


Cards, 30 cents a dozen; $2.50 a hundred. 
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Christ Blessing Children. No. #8 
Use the Complete 
Cokesbury Attendance 


Card Line 


** Chey Win Children Heart and Soul for 
_ the Sunday School ’’ ' 


Twenty-five colorful designs to choose from ; 
Use from four to thirteen weeks, 


THE DESIGNS AND SEALS 


Seats, 15 cents per package of one hundred 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Cokesbury Helps 


for Your Sunday School 
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Easter Lily, No.17 


DESIGNS SEALS 

15. Bluebird Bluepirds 
16. Balloon Man Balloons 
*t- Easter Lily Lily Blossoms 
18. Kite Kites 
21. Cherry Blossoms Butterflies 
22, Christ Blessing the : 

Children Chiidren 
23. Goldfish Bowl Goldfish 


Hollyhock Blossoms 


25. Hollyhocks 
28 Animals (assorted) 


oah’s Ark 


27. Little Bo-P. Sheep 
26. Yachting Sooke Yachts 
29. Squirrel Squirrels 
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map cloth with metal top and bottom with hanger, 
are especiall paogtabis for class and Cepertmental work, 
75 cénts each; The 
ps, $3.25 (Size 22x23 inches. 
These maps ave not supplied with spring roilers. 
1. New Testament Palestine. Journeys of Jesus 
clearly shown and all cities visited by him underscored 


a. 
“he Old Testament Palestine, showing tribal divi- 


, ey =| THese maps, printed in four colors on paper-faced 
‘ibaa 


Hl. Egypt to Canaan, showing route of Exodus. 
1V. The Roman Empire,showing Paul’sjourneys, 
each marked plainly so that all can be followed easily. 
= Vv. The Early Bible Lands. 


Cokesbury Supplies can be ordered through your own Denominational Publishing or Religious Supply House 


COKESBURY PRESS, Publishers, 
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Nashville, Tenn. 














For Family Worship 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible. Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Necessity of Communion 


6 /XEORGE MUELLER came to see 

that the so-called Word of the Lord 
had tempted him to substitute action for 
meditation and communion. He had ne- 
glected that- still hour -with God -which 
supplies” alike its breath and its bread. 
No lesson is more important for us to 
learn, yet how slow we are to learn it; 
that for the lack of habitual seasons set 
apart for devout meditation on the Word 
of God and for prayer, nothing else will 
compensate. . . . We are prone to think 
that converse with Christian brethren and 
a general round of Christian activity, es- 
pecially when we are much busied with 
preaching the Word and visiting needy 
souls, make up for the loss of aloneness 
with God in the secret place. This is 
one of the foremost perils of a busy per- 
son in this day of insane rush.”—Arthur 
T. Pierson. 





September 17 to 22 


Mon.—1 Corinthians 8 : 1-13. 
Denying Oneself for Others. 


Would you buy food on Sunday, if 
children in your home thought it a vio- 
lation of God’s command, though you 
yourself had spiritual and Scriptural 
liberty to do so? Paul would not if he 
were living today. -This is just an illus- 
tration of his teaching here. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
marvelous work established in Angola, 
reviewed from the book, “Drums in the 
Darkness,” by John T. Tucker (Double- 
day, Doran and Co., New York, $1.75, 
net), by Ernest Gordon in his Missionary 
Watch Tower Column in The Sunday 
School. Times of July 21,1928; for the 
hundreds of outsiations..and congrega- 
tions; for the villages of Miapa and 
cantPonge, where revi ts harvesting 
hundreds of souls; for the chief of the 
Ovimbundu, that the mantle of his great 
prediecesee, Kanjundu,. may fall «upon 
bine. 


Tues.—Galatians 6 : 1-10. 
Bearing Another’s Burdens. 


A babe was crying in a Pullman car 
at night. A man was trying to quiet it. 
“Where’s that baby’s mother?” asked an 
irate traveler. “In a box in the baggage 


car,” was the sad answer. “Give me that 
baby,” cried a stalwart man, springing 
forward. “We've raised a lot of them 
at* our house.” ~ And striding up and 
down between the curtains, he soon had 
the babe asleep, and its bereaved father 
got a little rest also. That man surely 
must have been a Christian, obeying the 
command in this passage. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Model Leper’s Colony at Taiku, Korea, 
with its 440 lepers; for the 1700 lepers 
in North Kyung, San Province, being 
treated weekly and evangelized; for Dr. 
A. B. Fletcher in charge. enc for the 
American Mission. to :Lepers, Inc., 156 
Fifth Avenue, New_York, N. Y., which 
is financially aiding this work, and for all 
its world-wide work among lepers. 


Wed.—Matthew 18 : 1-14. 
Christ, the Champion’ of the Weak. 
Our Lord is especially the champion of 
both “children in age and children in 
grace,” who believe in him (v. 6) so that 
he assigns to their care guardias angels 
whose honor is high before..God. But 
*all-eppressors* must’ sooner “or fater an- 
swer to Him, 
~ “Prayer SuGcestions: “Pray for the 
evangelizing. work. of the ‘missionaries 
and native Christians in northern Burma 


are reaching over into China; for the 
thousands of Lahus now hearing the Gos- 
= and for the 1035 new church mem- 
ers. 


Thurs.—Galatians 5 : 13-28. 
Leadership and Fruit of the Spirit. 
The fearful category of sins in verses 


19-21 cannot be avoided by any cleansing 
of the old nature, but the blessed fruit 


of the Spirit given in.verses 22 and 23 


may be borne by the believer as he yields 
to the infilling of: the Holy -Spirit. (See 
Scofield Reference Bible note here.) 
Prayer. Succaerions: Pray: for the 
6000 members of the Southern Baptist 
Board in and around Canton, China, and 
for the 1600 students in the academy for 
boys, the 7oo pupils in the academy for 
girls, the 168 students in the Woman’s 
Bible Training School, the 32 pupils in 
the school for the blind, and the 75 men 
in the theological seminary; for the ex- 
cellent Christiqn literature sent out by 
the Chinese Baptist Publication Society. 


Fri.—Matthew 25 : 34-46. A Social Gospel. 


Incidentally, Christianity is indeed “a 
social Gospel.” at other faith ever 
built hospitals, insane asylums, orphan- 
ages, old folks homes, or established 
bread lines in famine times? As Chris- 
tianity’s primary purpose of broadcasting 
the Good News of salvation through a 
crucified Redeemer is adhered to, the 
Gospel will become still more “social.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
nine Evangelical Christian congregations 
in Leningrad, and the eight in Moscow, 
reported by, Mr. Prokhanoff; for the 
Evangelical meetings at Archangel and 
Samarcand, and for the 4,000 converted 
drunkards in the Evangelical denomina- 
tion. 


Sat.—1 John 2:7-11. Brotherly Love. 


The theme of this little Epistle is fel- 
lowship with God, maintained by per- 
ceiving and confessing sin, and keeping 
Christ’s commandments, especially the 
one to love ‘the brethren.’ “Hatred” is 
one of the lusts of the flesh, and if we 
see even a germ of it in our hearts, we 
need to get right with God. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for. the 
Holy Spirit to follow. up the 10,000 
miles itinerary of Pastor Vanchhunga, of 
the North East India General Mission, 
during the past three years, often through 
tiger-infested jungles tn Bengal, Assam, 

Burma; and also for the evangeliza- 


thousands of these who have turned to 
the Lord; and for the dissemination of 
sound literature wnder the .guidance of 
Mr. Watkin R. Roberts, from the press 
in Calcutta (American Headquarters, 
Pennsylvania Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa.). 


Sun.—Romans 14 : 13-21. Christian Self-Denial. 


What. the weak brother’s conscience 
needs “is not your compulsion but the 





Lord’s light.” Cause it to shine in your 
teaching, if you can. But do not com- 


under the American Baptist Mission who. 


tion of the Thado-Kookies and for the}. 








(Lesson for Sept. 23) SEPTEMBER 8, 1928 


pel conscience. It means, as Bishop 
Moule says, “his best actual sight of the 
law of right and wrong. It may be dim 
and distorted sight, but it is his best at 
this moment, - He cannot violate it with- 
out sin, nor can you bid him do so with- 
out: sinning.” 

. Praver-Succestions: Pray for the 
more than 3,000 converts of the United 
Christian Mission on. the Congo ; for the 
native churches who support 709 out of 
its 723 evangelists; for the 61 congrega- 
tions who support their own pastors, 
that this same spirit of giving and self- 
support may seize upon the indigenous 
church everywhere; for the completion 
of the fund of $35,000 in hand for estab- 
lishing a Congo Tuskeegee? to teach 
trades and foster the economic life of 
this remarkable Christian community. 





“For Sons of Discerning Parents” 
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TRAINING SCHOOL FOR 
CHRISTIAN WORKERS 
e@ An interd i al school for the train- 
ing of ministers, missionaries, Sunday-school 
and church workers. Loyal to the Word of 
God and evangelical truth. Spiritual atmos- 
phere. Students go out with a vision for 
service. Over one hundred missionaries have 
gone to foreign fields from this school. 
Located five miles from heart of city of Los 


Angeles. Fall semester opens September 2sth. 
Write for catalog. Address 


“RAY L. CARTER, President 
2758 Belgrave Ave. 


WH ga a 
CHRIST IS NOT NAMED 


Trained NATIVES in various parts of the world 
may be supported in the work of God for an entire 

ear for from $25 up to $600.- Nothing deducted 
rom your gifts—100% goes toward the natives’ sup- 
port. Service and literature free. 


NATIVE PREACHER CO., Inc. 
Box T, 251 Fairmount Rd., Ridgewood, N. J. 


SELL'S BIBLE STUDY BOOKS 


(300,000 SOLD) 
JUST OUT-—Stoupvties or Great Brace Cirizs 
13 vols., cloth, 75c each ; paper, $0c. Send for List. 


F..H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., N. Y., and 851 Cass St., Chicage 


> By the easy, prac: 
Learn Another Man’s Language {2..)55%: P:i% 
Method for Spanish, French, German, Italian, Rus. 
sian, Portuguese, J apanese. Price, $1.75. Over a mil, 
ion sold. Send for free circulars. 
THE_PETER REILLY CO., Publishers 
Dept. SS., 133 N. 13th St., Philadeiphia. 


Sell Christmas Cards 
With or without names printed or engraved. 
Big profits. Call or write for information. 
HOLLINSHEAD PRINTING CO. 
1443 S. 58th Street Philadelphia 
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CHURCH FURNITURE 


E i i foe Chamys and Senay Belnet 
use. From Factory to You. Finecatalog free. 
DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 


1160 South 4th St., Greenville, Illinois ll 





In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
adyertiser, by stating that you saw the ad- 





veftisement in The Sunday School Times, 
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